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the details settled, If this is typical of
what the Government is doing in carrying
out other works departmentally, it is time
that we exercised closer supervision.

1 hope (te Minister will use his influence
in Cabinet to ensure that the 232 tonls of
goods required at Albany and formerly
transported by the 'Xybra" are still sup-

',lied front Perth. Unless the Governiment is
prepared to make concessions, then undoubt-
edly' that trade will go to Adelaide and prob-
ably be lost to this State for many years.

i hope the Council for Agriculture will
not only make a survey of existing indus-
tries but will seek opportunities for the
raising of ofther produce and explore every
avenue with a view to reducing local charges
wherever l)Os~iblC. Such a step) would ma.
terially help industry generally.

More stringent regulations arc needed
nder the Traffic Act to govern push cyclists.

There has been quite a number of accidents
recently in which young children have been
killed and( injured. My opinion is that in
70 per cent. of the cases the trouble has been
due to the negligence of the young people
and to the inadequacy of the regulations.
Often at main crossings one ma 'y see four
or five cyclists riding abreast. It is time
that stricter conditions were imposed.

I endorse 'Mr. Bolton's remiarks nlboat the
use of gas producers. Though the extra
charge is madec under a strict interpretation
of the Act, it is none the less unfair against
a mull who is endeavouring to mneet the posi-
tion created by the restriction on petrol.
After incurring the expense of installing a
gas producer, lie is charged anl extra 10s. or
£1 for the additional weighbt. Yet the owner
of a vehicle might instal a couplc of extra
petrol tanks anid thus carry the same addi-
tional weight and not be charged for it.

Hon. G. B. -Wood: That is only if he puts
the ens producer on a trailer.

Honl. A. THOMSOONi And it applies to
.a gas producer installed on a moltor car as
well. I support the motion. I realise the
difficulty of the task confronting the Govern-
nieat, notwithstanding that I have found it
necessalry to criticise the administration.
MuIch has been said in favour of a national
Government, but the Labour Party believes
in having a keen Opposition. Were I to
offer a little friendly criticism-and, after
all, we are entitled to criticise, and to ex-
press our opinions-i would say that I hope

some method will be devised whereby we
shall be able to improve the outlook for the
producingr section of the community. I sup-
port the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.47 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC

LIGHTING BOARD.

Mr. TONKIN asked the 'Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What is the date of expiry of the
agreement made on the 28th January, 1916,
between the Government, the Commissioner
of Railways and the Fremantle Municipal
Tramways and Electric Lighting Board?
2, Has the board notified the Government
that it intends to exercise the option of re-
newal of the agreement in accordance with
the provision of Clause 23? 3, Has the G4ov-
erment approved of a renewal of the agree-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 26th April, 1942, with the option
of renewal for another 25 years, which op-
tion has been exercised. 2, Yes. 3, Yes.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL BANK.

Policy as to Stock Liens.

Mr. PATRICK asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, In cases where a farmer has, not
had assistance from the Agricultural Bank
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for seasonal accommodation and his statu-
tory interest has been paid on the due date,
has the Bank insisted on his surrendering
his wheat certificates as a condition to grant-
ing assent to a stock firm. willing to make
advances on a stock lien? 2, Is this the
policy of the Bank?9

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS replied.
1, Yes, in eases where finance against stock
was obtained by settler pending payment of
wheat dividends. Branch managers granted
discretionary powers in this connection. 2,
Yes, when the client's stock position war-
ranted such action.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

£igit Day.

flebate resumed from the 8th August.

MR. WILSON (Collie) [4.38]: Tn corn-
mon with the other members of this Chain-
her, I attended at the Legislative Council to
hear the Lieut.-Governor deliver his Speech.
I found that, as usual, our accommodation
there was disgraceful. We had to stand
behind the Bar-may I say the penitent
form 9-to hear the Speech, while the public
was provided with seats and members alE
the Upper Chamber were lolling in their
easy chanirs. Those responsible had not even
the decency to provide a scat for our lady
member.

Member: Shamne!

Mr. WILSON: That state of affairs has
been allowed to continue too long; and
while I live I shall not go again to he sub-
jected to such inconvenience and indignity.
It was an exhibition of bad manners.

Members: Hear, hear!
'Mr. WILSON: It was a travesty of good

sense and fair play. I did not listen to the
Lieut.-Governor deliver his Speech, but I
have read it many times since, more out of
courtesy to His Excellency, who I desire to
say is one of the best Governors we have
had or will have in this State. I read the
Speech also out of courtesy to the Premier
and the members of the Government. I
notice from the Speech that the Governor
says there are still thousands of our work-
ers depending for sustenance upon the
State. In his Speech, the Lieut.-Governor
said that despite the number of men who
had enlisted for service in the various
forces, 6,000 unemployed arc dependent o~n

the State for susteilanee. At this stage of
the world's history that should not he so. In
my opinion, every person should be given
work or allowed to do his bit at the present
time. It is up to us to consider what -s
the root of all this evil. I shall give the
answer is lust one word-machinery. Until
we adapt ourselves to the evolution of
machinery we shall always have unemployed
workers. M-any years ago, in Victoria, I
suggested that miners and sewerage em-
ployees should work six -hours per day.
I went so far some years ago as to obtain
the assistance of the then Labour Govern-
ment to secure the passage of a Bill through
this House providing [or a seven-hours
bank to batik working day. The Bill pased
through this Chamber and was in due course
transmitted to the Upper House; but the
nmemners there who loll in their chairs ob-
jected to the measure and it was defeated. I
remember that many years ago I had the
experience of standing for the Federal Par-
liamtent. One of the planks in my platform
was a six-hours working day for sewerage
mcii and miners. Every paper in Australia
got on my track, but only one supported me,.
and that was the "Bulletin." The "Bulletin"1

s:iit, im effect, that Wilson was a quarter
or a century ahead of his time. That was
33 years ago, and T now consider it time to
again introdnee it.

Th le Lieu t.- Govern or in his Speech also,
dealt with. the manufacture of munitions.
The municipality of Collie and the people
residing at Collie are alive to the possibility
of manufacturing munitions in that district.
I shall now read a letter written by Mr.
Simpson, the Town Clerk of Collie, to the-
Under-Secretary for Public Works. It is
dated the 23rd July, 1940, and reads as fol-
lows:

As the matter of the manufacture of muni-
tions, armnaments, etc., appears to be receiving-
attention in this State, I have been directed
to report that in this area there exist ample.
supplies of electric power, land and labour-
considered suitable for this class of employ-
ment. If these facts were brought under the-
notice of those in charge of such developmen-
tal work it may be of some help.

Just in passing-I hope I amr not rude-I
would ask the Deputy-Premier what has
become of the report of the Royal Commis-
sion appointed to inquire into the South-
West po-wer scheme. Nothing so far has
been said about it in this House. Can I get
an. answer to that question?
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her cannot ask questions at this stage.

Mr. WILSON: I take it that the niatter
hJa; not beei shelved.

The Minister for Works : No.

Mir. WILSON: The Undler Sccrelarv for
W~orks replied oil the 26th .lulyv to the let
ter I have quoted--

I have to acknowledlge r-cceipt of your let-
ter of tin- 23rd inkt. regarding the inanufac-
ttire of muanitions, etc. Your COmmiiiltioD
has been passed to the Under Secretary, Pre-
ittier 's Deparrtmient.

On the lit August thel Town Clerk of Collie
wrote to the Under -Secreptary for M1ines as
follow,.s:

It is; understoodl that thle production of
aluiimii from ailunite ior bauxite is receiv-
ing attention with a view to this industry be-
ing started i Westernk Australia.

As there are certain deposits: of bauxite
Within eaRsy dlistance of Collie, it is thought
that if a Visit of inspection by the Government
Olnigist would prove beneficial, it could he
-arranged.

There :ire unny aspects that support the
idea of producing :iloniiniuiu in this district,'nd if tile :above suggested visit can be ar-
raniged, it would be apprecinted.

I have been informed by the Mayor that
this industry' is quite within the range of
possibility. A eomimiti e' has been oirgan i-
ised ito investigate the mutter and is ciidfenv-
ourijig to help the Minister with a view to
getting somle of these industries established
at Collie. 'May I. give anl indication of whamt
this comlmittee is doing! It is known as
the South-West Inidutst vial Development
Committee mid is repi-esentative oif local
governing authorities, claimbet-s of i-out-
inerce, trade unions and all other organisa-
tionis in the distriet. [ aim a member of the
eunmnulttee, hut Oil account of my P-artin-
ientary duties, am not able to attend Ottenr.
The comm111ittee meetCs regularly, and( its first
operations have been direcedm to making iii-
quiries into mineral resources, the use of
coal in relation to iron and steel wvorks, amid
other activityv which it is consideredi can hie
prolitably developed. Deposits of mnica and
vermiculite are being tested and, with the
co-operation of the Department of Inmu-
trial Development, some mien has been
placed onl the miarket. The possibility' of
producing aluminium fr-om hauxite depoisits,
is also receiving attention. Other inquiries
ar~e being made into the use of Collie coal
for iron smelting. Although the older smelt-

ing processes demand a plentiful sujoply (it
goord coking( coal, the ehaties of introdin-itig,

aprovess operating on brown and siniilar
coats is r'eCiing attention., 'I'e questionl
of producing flax has also been raised. I
unde~rstan ii tha t our south-western tarners
JuN e pilantedl a good many avre.s of
lra.. Tile pi l)dution of flax in An,-
tralia is important from both the erono-
inui and devt'-itee pointsi of view. This
at ter- was recei vinug thle atttention (it

t he committee, but since then the State, at
the( l-eri~est Of thle ComnwealN0,1th Glovern-
neaet, has ar-ranged for a number of ex-

perinlenta? crop"', and these are nlow being
en It ivat rd.

Anotheir proposalI receiving considleratiofl
is that ol the e stablishmnent of a tex-
tile miill A Aprovisional directoraite has
beenl appointed and prielinlinary irganisa-
tion work is unow being undertaken. I know
aI little about textile mills, I was cuiploy*cvil
iii one for six years as a sinner and~
weaver. That wais awa : back in the early
eighties. I was a111 al-cinci-, andl I say' that
if siniilar- conditions or employment pr-
v-ailed to-day, I would suiggest that thle in-
duistrv he aIanldonled. I received 4d. for a
ha hf-d a y an 8l d. finr a wvhole dIn js wonk,
tile day conIsisting1 Of 101, hours ha rdi work
with two breaksx of thu-ce-quarters aftial
hour each for mleals. Memnbers canl iniagiute
for tliemns-lves what it wias like to wink
under those conditions, I am pleased to
say- thiat at the Albany Woollen M ills uhei
-'o]ditioius aIrc g'ood. I had a look ax cc
the mnachineryv there nil foiund thtt uoic ot
itlie emlployees onl thel %piiuihig-jenuny (oi
ni~ule was a luaul. l as.,ked him uhat lie i as
i-cceiviiigz per diW ' y id be replied i hat lie
Wa11 getting' thel hIIAo- wage. I1 Was 1111'
sanie kindr of i oh as 1 ha Cl dou fi ot- 4il. aL
half-da y, or 8d. Cur a full[ day-the- same old
sort ot s ininig-]cnliy made by Sir
Richardn Arkuvrigbht. I ranl only- express
thle hope that lwe OhAl never 14.1i4tt to
the volidlitiolis that existed iii miy young days.
aind we call alfjoin inl wishing that the corn-
niittteec dealingi with this miattter wili he site-
cessf it)

I ntice inl the report of the Railway Dc!-
partmemit a statement that the quantity of
coal imupor-ted last year for the main system
amounted to 11,127 tons. That coal came
from Newcastle, New South Wales, and it
could have been produed at Collie. At the
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present price, that coal would cost about
423,00), and so we may say that we art,
sending out of the State £23,000 at year for
coal that could be produced at Collie. If
Collie coal were used exclusively, that sium
would keep 71) additional coal-miners at
work at £6 a week. There is no need for the
Railway Department to send out of the State
for coal, and 70 coal-miners are being kept
idle because the deportment is spending that
slim on Newcastle coal. I remember that
(luring the .1914-18 wvar quite a large stlm of
money was sent to Newceastle for coal. Tfiti-
inately tie quantity was reduced from 60,000
tons to about 11,000 tons for the year and
it di it gel clownl as low as8 5,000 tonls.
During the last three years the railways
Ihave been burning more Newcastle coal that1,
was used in the last three years of the
1014-18 wvar, and so I tly that thme lRailwav
1D)partmnent could lie more sympathetic to
the Collie people. We p~roduce Collie coal
ait 14s. 2d. a ton, whereas for Newcastle coal
we arc paying 41s. a toil. That should not
Is. Newca.,tle coal is not thrice the value
oi Colie ,ol and sri, from the standpoint of
eonom 'y, something is wrong and attention
should be given to the matter. List year
this State purchased 13.000-odd tons of
Newcastle coal; the year before last 1:3,000
tons; and then 18,000 tonls; and so it went
oiD 111 to 25,000 toils of Newcastle coal over

lie years between 1919 anad 1939. That
should not be. I ask the, Minisict now ITo
investigate the matter and see whether Collie
coal cannot lie used exclusively for the ran-
fling of Western Australian railways, wvith,
the sole exception of coal to he used onl the
Port Hedland line. I appreciate wvbat the
Gonvernment has done in the matter of road
oist riutioii. The G overnmien t has kept my

ditrivt going practically as well as it could

1nns-ild' be, and the Collie men have had
at fainr share of work. Now, however, things
are getting worse. I hope that the Premier
em' his return will see that more motley is
,,ivecn to country* districts to keep their roads
in good order. In the South-West there are
still districts in need of road construction.
I tender my best thanks to the Commissioner
for Roads and all his staff for their interest
iii the Collie district.

I do not wish to speak about the wvar, be-
cause that is a job for the Federal Parlia-
ment. However, in common with other
people here. I i-egret very deeply the tragic

accident which occurred yesterday near Can-
bvrra That eclamit3 strikes home to me
perhaps a little more than to others, as I
had, shall I say, the honour of dealing with
one of the best men I ever knew, one whom
I, may describe as the eyes and the brain of
the AI-'rBrudenell While. I had the
hionour of serving under him in Franec, -and]

ithink that experience was one of the high
lights of my existence. I regret intensely
the loss to his family and the loss to the
whlole! of Australia. There is one point
I desire to mention in regard to the
disbursement of sums collected for
trench comforts. If it is at all possible,
those moneys for comforts should, I eon-
sider, be spent here, and the comforts dI(-
spatched from this State. We are capale
of sending to our soldiers ait the front anyv
quantities of products grown here and muanit-
factured here. Western Australia 1)10-
darces biscuits equal to any made in the'
world. Wh 'y inot send] biscuits for the s~ol-
diers from Western %ustillia instead of
fromt other parts of the Commonwealth?
A gain, we grow here tobacco and other
thingsh required by our- soldiers%. It would
lbc all advertisement for our lboys and an
advertisemnent for Western Australia, as well
;is money to the Western Australian people,
if all those things were grown and made
her'( and despatehed from this State. T
hanve noticed that many societies have seen
fit to donate ambulances, and perhaps I may
be permnitted to mention that my' friends in
the Collie Miners' Union intend to
(donate an ambulance. Would it not he
p~ossible to have that ambulance mnade
here ? I consider that it is up to us
to see whether that is not possible.
Let its make all our gifts something homely.
I an, sure that anl ambulance constructed
here would] bear comaparison with anything-
made in the Old Country. T trust that the
various societies will endleavour to operate
in the direction I have indicated. I greatly'
regret having to refer to an incident whielh
has occurred in my distric.t and wvhich affects
a Western Australian soldier. I went dowvn
one mning to see a trainload of recruits
who were coming fromt Bunbury to Collie.
Being told that one of the boys had had his
IIIrU nearly cut off on the Brunswick railway
station, I made investigations and discovered
that the injured boy lived not far from mep.
I shall give the result of my efforts on his
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behalf so far as I know it. It was not my
intention to bring this matter up without
first consulting the Defence Department.
Accordingly, to-day I rang up Brigadier-
General Durrant, but was told-and I be-
lieve quite truly-that he was engaged in a
conference wvith the naval authorities. Let
me say just here that the officer I spoke
with treated Inc most nicely and civilly. I
could wish for no hetter treatment. He told
me that unfortunately the case I mentioned
did not come before the department, but that
if I rang through to Captain Brockman, to
whom he would put ine on direct, I would
he able to obtain information. I got through
to the captain, who was all kindness and
courtesy, but said, "I am afraid I cannot
help you." Eventually hie said, "I will put
you on to Major Munroc." Then I told the
major about the ease, of which he said he
'bad knowledge. I asked, "What can be
-done?" The reply was, "I am afraid noth-
ing more can he done. We have certain
regulations to work under, and I am afraid
I e-nnot do ainy more." Thereupon I said,
"I have bad some little experience of being
up before the militairy authorities, and I
know that any man charged with an offence
gets a copiy of the charges. Thus he knows
what he has to defend himself against. But
this boy was not given a copy of the
charges." The major repeated, "I am afraid
I ('an do nothing." That is where the matter
stands. I shall presently tend the wvhole of
nix letter dealing with the subject. Before
sending that letter I spoke to Mr. Benson,
Seeretary of the R.S.L., and also saw Mr.
Ferguson. All the help I could get from the
H.LL. officers was a promise that they
would do what they could. I say, "God
help, the boy !" The ease should have been
under the control of a board. The old fellows
of the first AIF. League would not mind
those other fellows doing good -work for the
new A.I.F. that is to he. So far as I am
aware, until I saw him in the hospital, no
R..S.L. man had interviewed himn. That
should not be. Here arc the particulars of
the ease as I set them out in a letter to Mr.
'Benison-

The case of John Henderson, of Collie: I
visitedl the Perth Hospital at 2.15 p.m. on Mon-
day, 24th June, and interviewed John Hender-
son. Hle was accommodated in No. 10 ward
and gave me some particulars regarding his
-claim for compensation for injuries received
whilst he was a member of the military en-

listed quotas. He left Collie on the lot Feb-
ruary, approximately, on the train that con-
veyed over 100 men from Collie via Brunswick
and -Perth to Northam. All were mostly young
men and were very excited when leaving their
parents and families in their home town. Hen-
derson and his eider brother enlisted at Collie
for service. When the train arrived at B9runs-
wick Junction they had to alight there to en-
train for Perth by the flunbury train which
had to pick them up. Under orders the men
were allowed one liquid refreshment only. He
believed that was carried out right through.

This is his statement-. I II got in the train
at Brunswick and afterwards found out that
I was in the wrong compartment. My brother
told me so. We did not have any scuffle, but
as I was hastening out I slipped, through hav-
ing new soles on my boots, and my arm shot
through the window. They gave me first aid
and took me to the hospital at Harvey. Next
day I was taken to the hospital at Claremont,
and stayed there until the 29th April, when
they took me to Perth Hospital. I was put
in No. 11 ward and afterwards sent to No. 10
ward, and I am still there.''

His injuries are: Little finger completely re-
moved from his right hand. Thumb of right
hand has been affected with dry gangrene, and
probably will have to be removed. His right
armis wasted; the arteries and sinews are
practically gone. He was told hie would get
compensation. Seine time ago hie was shown
a form as under-

Australian Military Forces--Western Corn-
mnand, 44th Ba., Claremont, 3rd May,
1940.

Pte. T. Henderson,
Perth Hospital.

Compensation Claim.
A compensation claim has been made out
up to the 2nd May. You are instructed to

mnake your usual cross as a claimant and
to return this form to 44th Bn. Head-
quarters immediately.

(Sgd.) J. CUTNNINGHAM
for 3. McNamara, Lieut. A.I.C.,
Asst. Adj. and Qrnistr., 44th En.

lie put his cross to it and was then told to go
to Claremont for his money. Hle went to Clare-
miont and was told there was no money for
him, and they sent himt to James-street, where
he was told the same story. He says, "'Now I
ami strainded and left neglected and I am
faced with hospital expenses all through."

To-day Henderson is about 22 years of
age; at the time of this occurrence he was
twenty-one and a half years old. The boy as-
sisted to support. his father and mother
and the remainder of the family. Now
lie is at Fremantle -where he is receiving
medical attention. His people interviewed
me and spoke about his position. I subse-
quently went to see him. During the time hie

222
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was ini hospital, an Oiver % isited him with a
farm. which lie wai asked to sign. This i
what the form contained-

Australian Military Forces-Western Corn-
wand, 44th 13%., Claremont, 3rd May, 1940.
[lc. TP. Henderson, Perth Hospital. Compent-
sation Claim: A compensation claim has been
made out, up to the 2nd 'May. You are in-strueted to make your usual cross as a claim.
ant and to return this form to 44th Be. Head.
quarters immediately. (Sgd.) J. Cunningham,
for J. McNamara, Lieut. A., Assist. Adj. and
Quartermaster, 44th Ba.

Henderson told mie that he signed the form;
but when he went to collect the money at
Claremont, he was informed there was
nothing for him there, and that he should
go to headquarters at Francis-street. He
did so and wvas told that there was no money
for him at headquarters. That is the
po.4tion now. When lie wvas moved fromt
Ward 1] to Ward 10 at the Perth Hospital,
Henderson was practically told that he would
have to pay his own expenses. I do not
know the meaning of the provision in the
Workers' Compensation Act that a manl who
is in employment should not receive any
lje ayment. True, the Young man broke thle
window, but would] that be considered a
serious crime in the army? If the lad did
it wilfully, he would deserve all that he got,
but the window was broken accidentally,
and now he is maimed for life with no chance
of specuring redress. I spoke to Mr. Reruson,
the State Secretary of the Returned Sailors
anld Soldiers' Imp~erial League of Australia,
.and] discussed the matter with him. I fur-
nished him with a copy of the letter 1 haive
just quoted. After a week or so I tried to
hurry up Mr. Benson and in a note to me
he( said lie anticipated receiving a reply in a
day or two. After a short time I did receive
at reply, which I shall read to the House.
In the course of the reply Mr. Benson quoted
an excerpt from the letter sent to him. I
have been wondering what was in that letter,
seeing that he sent mec merely an extract
from it. The letter mentions nothing about
the charge, nor does it set out why Header-
sort received no compensation. The letter
was as follows-

Anzac House, Perth, 2nd August, 1940. Dear
Rir,-Ee Tom Henderson, Collie. Further to
my letter of the 29th nIt., I now show here-
under copy of a communication received by me
from the 13th Infantry Brigade.

I shall also read to the House what the
military authorities sent to Mr. Benson, ac-

lot

cording to the extract sent hr him to for.
It was as follows-

Your several letters on this subject have
lbeein referred to Headquarters, Western Conm-
iand. I am nlow directed to inform you that

the matter 11iss beef. investigated and Head-
quarters Western Command have ruled that, in
the circumnstances of the injury, no claim for
compensation can be admitted.

There was no signature shown to the extract
from the communication from the Common-
wealth military authorities. I want to know
what charges have been levelled against 'the
lad. Surely it is merely fair to Henderson
to1 have sonric information onl that matter,
seeing that lie has lost the means by which
he could earn his living. I shall not weary
the House by enlarging further on the mat-
ter, except to so ' that, for my part, the
case will not be dropped at this stage. I
hope those members of this House who are
onl the State Executive of the R.S.L., and
oilier members too, wvill help mne in this
niatticr. Surely help could be provided from
one or- other of the pantriotic funds to tidi,
the ]ld over the period that wvill elap.e
befor; hie canl secure some compensation.

. r. Lambert: They could help a lot more
than that.

Mr. WILSON: That is so, but even that
assistance would be of advantage. I do not
know of airs worse case than that I have
cited. Here is a youing Juan, 22 years of
age, with one linger amputated and his armi
in a wasted condition that will remain in
that state for life. I suggest that those in
charge of the War Patriotic Fund, or some
other app~ropr-iate fund, should get into touch
with mit amid interest themselves in youiig
Henderson. In the meantime, I and others
who I hope wi4ll assist me, will see what can
be done. I do not believe that General
Durrant knew anything shout this matter,
or that lie knows anyt~hing- about it now. I
believe the military officers did their best,
but they should have given the lad a chance
before his accusers, if lie had said anything
that was untrue. I again ask for the assist-
aince of miemubers of the executive of the
R.S.L. and other members as well in an en-
deavour to secure justice for this young man
and some hope for his earning a living in
the years to come.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
F. J. S. Wise-Giscoynep) [5.8]: 1 regret
that the Leader of the Opposition is tem-
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porarily out of his seat because it is my in-
tention, on behalf of the Premier, to deal
with a few pioints the lion, member made
in the course of his remarks. 1 did not have
the privilege of listening to the speeches last
week, but I have taken an opportunity to
read the contributions made hy members
from both sidles of the House. The speeches
delivered last week and P)reviously, furnish,
in my opinion, a complete answer to the
query as to the value and, [iuiced, the neces-
sity for the Address-in-reply debate. I re-
fer not only to the splendid effort of the
member for Pilbara (Mr. W. Hegney),
wvho moved the adoption of the Address, but
to the excellent contributions of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremiantle (Mr. Tonkin)
and the member for Mt. Mlagnet (M.Nr.
Triat). I wats also very much impressed by
the speech of the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe ('Mr. F. C. L. Smith), which seemed
to me to be one of the most thoughtful con-
tributions we have listened to in this Cham-
ber for quite a long time. There will be
other matters to which I shall particularly
refer at a later stage, but first of all I wian
to touch upon a few points made by inem-
hers of the Country Party. I will deal with
statements by the Leader of the Opposition,
regarding which some corrections are neces-
sary or perhaps some further information
should be given. With reference to the erec-
tion of hutments on the land opposite the
Technical College, the hon. member said that
the work had been hung up because agree-
ment could not be reached between the Fed-
eral and State Governments. The facts are
that the Federal Government never directly
approached the State Government regarding
the use of the land. Negotiations took place
between the Federal Government and the
State Parks and Gardens Board, in whose
authority the land in question is vested.
There was never at any stage any doubt
whatever about the land being made avail-
able. The work has gone ahead from the in
ception without any interruption for the
reason suggested.

lon. C. G. Lathamn: Who are the mem-
bers of the Parks and Gardens Board, if
they are not officers of the Government?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
constitute, as the bon. member knows, an
authority set up by the Government to
carry on a number of particular functions.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, but who are
theyI

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

board is an authority with whom it is comn-
petent for any other authority, State or
Federal, to make contact. That is what hap-
pened in the instance referred to by the
Leader of the Opposition. The required ac-
coriodation has been provided, and at no
time has any conmplaint been made by the
Commnonwvealth Governnient or the Defence
IDepartinent respecting any delay in the
matter. Negotiations regardinig rentals are
still in prog-ess, I understand, so that mat-
lt; has tiot yet been finalised. Another
p~oint raised by thne Leader of the Opposi-
tion was that lie wanted to know what the
Governmevnt wvas doing with an amount of
£15,000 that the Commonwealth Govern-
nient announced on the 13th July it wvould
make available to the State for the purchase
of equipmnent for technical training- That
atotne ,v has not yet been received, but never-
theless the Technical College is going ahead
with the purchase of the equipment, and
possibly members noticed advertisemernts
that appeared in the Press ini which refer-
ence was made to certain of the equipment
considered necessary.

Jr . Hegney: I understand that the
£15,000 is by way of loan and does not
represent money made available to the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
hoping that it wvill be made available to the
State.^

Hon. C. C. Latham: There was nothing
to indicate that it was merely a loan?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; We an-
ticipate that the money will not be merely
a loan, but it may be that the advance wvill
bea granted with certain conditions attached.
At ainy rate, wve certainly (10 hope that the
money will be made available to the State.
The Leader of the Opposition made another
point when he said bie understood many men
had resigned from the Railway Depart-
ment rather than, wvhen their war service
'vas ended, return to the department and
be loaded with arrears of superannuation
payments wvhich they had been told they
wvould have to provide. The hon. member
further stated that the railway authorities
had informed him that if men who had en-
listed returned to the department when their
war service was over, they would be chargedl
with the arrears due to the Superannuation
Board. The Leader of the Opposition told
the House that he was giving Ministers in-
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formation about something of which they
were not aware. That is quite true, because
the bon. member told Ministers something
incorrect The position is that on the 6th
October last a circular was -issued to all
Government departments by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, setting out conditions
that would apply to Government employees
who enlisted in the military, naval or air
forces. Upon further consideration, the
circumstances and conditions were amplified
and an additional circular was issued in De-
cember. That circular made it quite clear
that the Government would pay superan-
nuation contributions of all permanent
Government employees enlisting for active
service with the various forces, while those
employees were on leave without pay.

Han. C. G. Latham: Permanent officials?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,

and full publicity has been given to those
conditions. For those who are qualified to
come within the ambit of superannuation
the Government has contracted to make
those payments, as has been fully set out
in the circulars which have been issued to
all Government departments. If the Leader
of the Opposition desires to have full de-
tails, I have no doubt the circulars would be
available to him. I did not originally de-
sire to refer to those matters, but I have
done so in order to provide answers to er-
roneous statements that were made.

My purpose is to address my remarks
mainly to the position of rural industnesi
in this State, the effect of the war upon
those industries, the serions position con-
fronting many sections of them, and also
how our export activities arc bound up with
those of the Commonwealth. A time like
the present brings home to us the fact that
agriculture is the first of our national in-
dustries. There are times when the value
Of agriculture to Australia is overlooked
and when this industry is relegated to the
'background as being something not of
major importance. Every day, however,
there is being forced upon us the fact that
the surplus food available within the Em-
pire is one of the greatest needs of the
iUnited Kingdom in its present war effort.
The daily increasing difficulty of getting
those surpluses to the United Kingdom is
causing great concern. Previous to the war
the Australian 'Agricultural Council took
stock of Australia's irural activities. That

council is composed of the Federal Minister
for Commerce as chairman, and the Minis-
ter for Agriculture of each State or his re-
presentative It is noteworthy that the
members of the council include men who
have served on it continuously for eight
years, five members having some personal
interest in farming matters. Quite apart
from the administrative side, therefore, the
council is composed of men with con-
siderable practical knowledge of the indus-
try. The survey made before the war gave
each Australian State an opportunity to
assess what industries should be encouraged
and stimulated. It gave us also an idea
what industries should not be encouraged
and also those that should be wholly dis-
couraged. The inquiries were made wth a
full knowledge of world markets and con-
ditions; of the availability of foodstufifs in
every country of the world; and of the effect
of trade treaties, the policy of self-suffi-
ciency1 and such things as most favoured
nation treaty clauses, many of -which have
contributed considerably to the cause of
war. We were aware that when a new trade
agreement was made with continental couns-
tries there was some military significance at-
tached. In the general survey to dctermine
which agricultural industries might best be
encouraged, all those 'factors received eoh-
sideration. We knew the reasons why
Great Britain could not, in some instances,
give preference to its own dominions and
colonies. There are many people who have
spoken in serious terms of the neglect to
admit the responsibility of Great Britain to
absorh some of the many foodstuffs pro-
duced in the dominions. Have we not
heard it said that the Argentine has had
preference over us in regard to meat con-
tracts? THave we not heard it said that
Turkey has received preference over Aus-
tralia in regard to Certain dried fruits? We
know that that is so, but these matters are
very involved and such preference, because
of the international conditions then obtain-
ing, was necessary.

Because of the knowledge possessed by
the Australian Agricultural Council, all the
States that were alive to their responsibili-
ties were able to foster certain agricultural
pursuits. The growth of the pig and bacon
industry in this State is an outstanding
result of the examination that was made.
I do not know whether bon. members are
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aware that this Governmeont took advantage the United Kingdom has had to be reined-
of the position and did its utmost to en.
courage that industry, with'the result that in
the last three years its growth has been
remarkable. In 1037-Sb Western Aus-
tralia produced 820,000 lbs. of pork pro,
ducts. In 1939-40 it produced 5,700,000
lbs., and this year, if the right thing-
is done in regard to the release of
wheat suitable for the pig industry, I
think it will exceed 10,000,000 lbs. This is
one of the direct benefits of the survey of
industry that was made by the council. I
coal([1 mention others. There have been other
reactions. Unfortunately, one State-Vic-
toria-spent millions in constructing tile
Honme Reservoir with the object of irrigat-
iug- a lot more of the areas adjacent to the
Murra~y River. So far the reservoir has not
been used for that purpose because it was
found that to produce the crops for which
the wvater was intended was not an economic
possibility,

All these matters have been looked into
with the idea of endeavouring to diversify
the agricultural activities in the various
States. The survey was made under pre-
wvar circumstances. War has not only cre-
ated the difficulties that were outlined to this
Honse by thep member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin), hut it has also made
thep circumnstances of our rural industries in-
tensely difficult. Pre-war planning might
be of very little use for application in the
post-war period. Not one of us can antici-
pate from day to day for exactly what com-
modities there wvill be a demand, or for what
Zoods there will be no room in the ships
available for transport. Circumstances
change from day to day. The closure of the
Baltic, the over-running of Denmark, and
the occupation of Prance, for example, have
not only completely altered the outlook of
the British Ministry of Food, but they have
abao (han-red the outlook with regard to
every country with which England had made
war contracts. It niay be news to hon. mem-
bers that while the collapse of Prance was a
staggering blow from the military and naval
point of view, it was also a staggering blow
from the viewpoint of the Ministry of Food.
There were cargoes of wheat en route for
continental ports that were diverted to Am-
erica. There were also cargoes of wool in-
tended for Great Britain which have gone to
America. and the whole plan of victualling

elled in the light of the collapse of France.
Many people are pleased even at this stage
to treat post-war planning very lightly and
airily, but he would be a very wise man in-
deed who could formulate a basis on which
to begin such planning. While the subject
should receive the utmost consideration, and
while we should endeavour to evolve every
possible method of maintaining production,
and finding some outlet for our products, it
is difficult to establish a starting point. What
sound guide have we to the future of mnar-
kets? We only know that if, after this con-
flict is over, we remain an integral part of
the British Empire with our standards and
methods intact, we will be more than ever
dependent upon overseas trade for our very
existence. Our sovereignty will depend on
the goods we are able to sell to consumers
in other parts of the world. Thus we be-
come absolutely implicated in anlY trade
treaty or agreement made between Great
Britain and any other country or between
Great Britain and any of her dominions.

One great difficulty has always existed
with regard to negotiations for trade treat-
ies and in the matter of tariff impositions
and the like as between Great Britain, Aus-
ti-alia and other parts of the Empire. I
doubt if there is anyone present who could
advise the House of the constitutional differ-
ences between the United Kingdom and its
dominions and colonies. Australia has the
right-we might think the privilege-of im-
posing tariffs at her own free will; but there
is no such right in respect of some of the
mandated territories. Some of the Colonies
of the Empire arc exceedingly circumscribed
in r-egard to the action they may take in the
matter of tariffs, free trade or protective
measures of any sort. So that within the
Empire trade arrangements were very in-
volved in peace time. When war occurred
Grent Britain demanded a guarantee of sup-
plies from her Colonies and Dominions. She
sought every exportable commodity that had
any war significance at all. Australia was
very, fortunate in that we--and by "we" I
mean the representatives of the States and
the Commonwealth-had been examining the
position of our azricultural industries for
some years. We knew where certain food-
stuffs9 wsere obtainable and in what ninanti-
ties and we knew which States culd best
produce certnin commodities and which
could most profitably supply them.
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The ex-Minister for Commerce, after the
finalisation of the first war contracts, set out
very clearly in a statement he made the work
involved in leading up to thle clinching of
the first war contracts with Great Britain.
H~e laid great stress on the availability of
shipping and the capacity of England to
hold perishable commodities, particularly re-
frigerated commodities. It must be remem-
bered that wvhen the negotiations were pro-
ceeding, the seven seas were open to all
traffic. We not merely had our own mercan-
tile fleet, but we had all the mercantile fleet
of tile great seafaring nations such as Nor-
way, Holland, etc. Things have now
changed. The anticipations% of shipping have
fallen short to a tremendous extent of even
the miost pessimistic view of 'what would be
available. In that sense. Australia has been
manterially affected, greatly to her disadx-nn-
tage., We have now reached the position when
England gives Australia very great concern
by suggesting that she might hare to refuse
to take this or that commodity, or relegate
this; or that to the bottom of the priority list.
The position concerning refrigerated space
likely to he available to Australia is so seri-
ous that we as a Government have taken
special precautions, and made special requests
to the Department of Commerce to guarantee,
the lifting of our fat lambs, as one instance.
We are on such excellent terms with the
flepartment of Commlerce--I say that with-
out fear of eontradition-that it is preparvd
to divert shipping to Western Australia on
its way from the United Kingdom to the
Eastern States, if we receive a pressure more
than our refrigerated space can bear. That
is considered to he, and it is, a. very great
concession. The Eastern States are likely to
have to spend millions onl hurriedly con-
structed refrigerated space through being
unable to hold all the meiat that represents
the invisible supplies andi all the other pro-
duets for which England at the moment can
find no accommodation. The refrigerated
space of the United Kingdom to-day is bulg-
ing with refrigerated foodstuffs. There is,
in these few words7 aal example of the diffi-
euities of one class of shipping and the stag-
nation that can he caused in Australia's
markets if something we have contracted for,
that is, a perishable commodity, is suddenly
left entirely on our hands. That position
is likely to arise. The Marketing Boards,
which have been set up in Australia and

which in common with all other authorities
have received a measure of criticism, have

asisted in short-cutting the negotiations
that have taken plaee. I think they have
been responsible to a very great extent
for clinching certain war contracts for food-
stuffs. The history of the arrangements in
regard to wool is well known to members.
In spite of all the complaints concerning
whether one person was in the first or the
last assessment, 1 think we are in a very
fortunate position in that we have the gear-
aiitee of the United Kingdom Government to
take at a payable price all Australia's wool
for the duration of the war.

In regard to wheat, the contracts for last
year were, I think, the best that could have
been thought possible when a year ago wheat
was a little over Is. a bushel in this State.
We were fortunate in Western Australia in
that the first of the wheat contracts involved
the clearing from this State of 200,000 tonb
of old wheat-wheat of the year before. The
first contract involved the clearance from
this State of that quantity. The milling
records throughout Australia have reached
big figures. There has been a greater milling
of wheat in Australia in the last 12 months
than has ever taken place before. That en-
con ragemnent and stimulation have been due
to the desire to save space, and to ensure
space for certain portions of eastern coun-
tries where it is possible that flour will be
an army requirement. One would think,
particularly members of the Country Party
who know the tremendous demand for mill-
ing offal, that these are commodities which
should have been cheaper to-day in view of
the tremendous milling operations. These
commodities, however, have not only been
expensive to procure, but they have been
scarce. The underlying reason is something
that I think has never been publicly dis-
closed, namely, the huge contracts for mill-
ing offal, bran and pollard, that were made
with the Ne-w Zealand Government.

In the event of members not being aware
of the magnitude of lest year's contracts, I
will give the figures to the House. The total
export value of the goods concerned in last
year's war contracts was £100,000,000 Aus-
tralian. The details are as follows:-

"Wool
Butter
Cheese
Eggs

£E
.54,000,000
I3,580,000
1,240,000

600,000
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Beef and veal
Mutton
Lambs
Perk
Edible offal
Sugar
Lead
Zinc
Copper
Dried fruits
Canned fruits
Wheat

There was ant endenvoui
of all these contracts.

2
4,500,000

680,000
5,000,000
1,250,000

380,000
6,100,000

*. 3,000,000
810,000
380,000

*. 1,700,000
*. 1,100,000

8,000,000

7to effect a renewal
Some of them have

been very disappointing and others very
encouraging. For example, the United
Kingdom asked the Commonwvealth of Aus-
tralia whether 20,000 tons of cheese was all
that could be supplied. When, however, two
months ago we tried to sell an additional
15,000 tons of butter to England, she could
not offer us any p~rospects. Things have
changed again. Great Britain is prepared
to take all the butter that Australia can
supply, and to renew, possibly with anl ap-
preciation in price, contracts for all pork
and pork products. I have the details of
all these contracts, the prices for each class
of every commodity, and if any member
would like to have access to them I shall
be only too pleased to make them available.

I have shown how the position varied
from day to clay. I have two communica-
tions whiich give a complete indication of
what a very slim, hold we have in respect
to some of these commodities. For example,
in n letter dated the 26th July-only a few
days ago-that I received from Canberra,
the full details of the dried fruits contract
were given to me, each particular grade of
each variety the Old Country had con-
tracted to take being specified, and the total
being 50,500 tons. I have also particulars
of the canned fruit contracts which were
sent from Canberra onl the 26th July, giv-
ing the prices for all canned fruits that
Great Britain desired Australia to send.
There is set out all the arrangements for
the carrying out of contracts, and indicat-
ing that thlere were 644,000 cases of our
fruits in the Fnited Kingdom, and 126 ,000
eases the shipment of which that country
wns anxiously awaiting. On the 1st August,
when most of the contracts were finalised,
not merely were some of these items shifted
from the list of priority, but we could not
get an assurance that canned fruits would

be taken. Great Britain has made a state-
menit to the Department of Commerce that
there is little or no prospect of her lift-
ing the quantities of canned fruits that have
been ordered from Australia. The effect on
the Murray River, Renmark and other dis-
tricts can well ho imagined.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There should be a
good market for dried fruits.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some of
these fruits will not dry. Certain varieties
of pears, for instance, will not dehydrate.
One would think that fruit in cans would
not only find a war market, but a constant
market. Commodities that can be moved
from place to place in containers are easily
handled. The reply of the United Kingdom,
however, is that it does not want shipping
space between Australia and England occu-
pied by tin plate and water. However,
the Old Country guarantees to take the
whole of Australia's dried fruits output.
That is of very great importance to this
State, and, as the total of the contract last
year was £1,700,000, it is of great import-
ance to Australia generally. Because of the
circumstances obtaining in connection with
concentrated foods, England is spending a
tremendous sum at present in investigating
nutrition standards. She is prepared to
alter her contracts at a minute's notice if it
can be shown that cheese or ally other comn-
modity is superior pound for pound or space
for space to any other commodity which at
present is in equal demand. She is pre-
pared to investigate from the point of view
of rationing all food not merely to the
army, but to the whole population. When the
contracts were finalised for this year the
Secretary of the Department of Commerce
communicated with me by telephone. We
had a long conversation, in the course of
which he outlined the whole of the food con-
tracts which had been completed, completed
with the proviso that they were likely to be
amended and altered according to the cir-
cumstances of the war position. When
alterations to contracts are made it
may only mean that delivery is suspended
until there is available that type of ship
which is required for the shipment of that
commodity. The availability of shipping is
not the only difficulty in that connection.
There is the port of discharge, and tha
availability of ports in England is one of
the major worries of the moment. We have
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read what is happening in regard to the
easterni ports or England. Some papers ad-
vance time theory that very little shipping is
going in there. They stress the point that
the western poorts arc still open, but what-
evei IIay be the position nowv it may be
seriously altered from day to day. So it
does not matter whether it be a refrigeratedl
commodity or a commodity to be stored, the
position is always very difficult in regard to
dispatch. Great Britain is prepared to
guarantee to take, as far as shipping space
is available, all that wve can supply in the
way of eg.s, butter, condensed milk, dried
fruits, anid pig and pork products. Britain
will take yearly 20,000 tons of these commod-
ities, and more if available, for the duration
of the war. The position in respect to wheat
is rather obscure, hut it is definite-and this
will shock some hon. members-that Britain,
until the middle of next year, will not be
able to lift all the wvheat it has contracted
to take. This nmcans that a very large pro-
portion of Australia's last harvest will still
be in Australia in the middle of next year.

The meat position is somewhat difficult
because of seasonal circumstances in the
Eastern States. Although 240,000 tonis were
contracted for, actually 268,000 tons passed
through the meat works since the contract
was made, and that, coupled with the point
I have just referred to, the pressure on re-
frigerated space in England, as I havesad
renders the position difficult, not only foi
the meat works and the operatives, but also
for the growers of the cattle and the em-
ployees at the wharves. Still, we are ex-
pected to have available at least 268,000
tons in store in Australia. The Minister for
Food in Britain is not prepared to commit
the United Kingdom to any expansion of
contracts, although lie has guaranteed to
take the commodities I have enumerated,
and in the quantities set out. So that it
may be the responsibility of the Common-
wealth as well as of the States to hold these
commodities until a suitable opportunity ar-
rives to dispatch them overseas.

The position of the apple and pear in.
dustry in Australia is very serious indeed.
In normal times the apple and pear export
needs 14,000,000 cubic feet of refrigeratedl
space, and not any of that, so far as we
know, is at present likely to be available.
This will mean that Australia, with its pro-
duction of 13,000,000 bushels of apples and
pears--the consumption is 6,000,000 bushels

-wvill have the staggering task of coping
with the chaotic conditions that must arise
in this industry. Unfortunately, the greatest
stimulus which we could possibly contem-
plate would not increase Australia's con-
sumption by move than one million bushels.
The position is seriously involved, be-
cause sonie of the States are not situated as
is Western Australia. Tasmania and West-
ern Australia particularly derive a tremeji-
dons incoiiic fromt the export of apples and
pears; the other States are in the position
of being importers. Neov South Wales does
not (mire twoPence whether Western Aus-
tralia perishes as far as the fruit industry is
concerned. That unfortunately is the atti-
tumde adopted by -Newv South Wales Minis-
ters. I assure members that those Ministers
were told certain things regarding their at-
titude on the question of secondary indus-
tries in other parts of Australia. They
were not prepared lot help either Western
Australia or Tasmania. Western Australia
has a prospective export of one million
bushels and Tasmania two and a half million
bushels of apples, and it was hoped, too, to
frame a scheme on an Australia-wide
basis. We hear the cry from some people
who do not go into the matter very deeply,
"Let us have cheaper fruit." There are tre-
mnendous sums involved already in the pro-
duction of current crops, and the industry,
as I have mentioned, lives on an export
market. I am hoping, as an outcome of the
recent conference in Sydney and the sub-
mission of our case, that we shall be able
to arrive at a better understanding and that
we may at least secure a return that will
cover, the cost of production. If we can do
no better than that, we shall have done
something to tide the industry over until
better conditions return. That is what West-
ern Australia has been fighting for. Differ-
ent States have different points of view, not'
merely the point of view of production but
production per acre, and yield. Queensland
produces only 73 bushels of the fruit per
acre whilst Western Australia produces 129
bushels per acre. New South Wales pro-
duces an average of 95 bushels per acre, and
that State is an importing State. It is not
very concerned about the industry, and we
know that its first varieties are inferior
to many of our second varieties. But it
can get a price which is far in excess
of the price we expected to obtain from
the English or any Continental market. We
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had hoped to increase our export because
of the shutting out of certain American
varieties. So I repeat that the position of
the apple and pear industry is very serious.
We have endeavoured to reach an agree-
mrent; we have put up o111 proposals, which
arc fair and which will not adversely affect
any one State as against another. So far,
however, they have been unacceptable to
the more populated Eastern States. The
whole scheme was submitted to the Agri-
cultural Council in Sydney at yesterday's
meeting, but I do not intend to weary memn-
hers with further details at this stage, be-
cause it is a subject which would probably
take an hour and a half to present ade-
quately. Unfortunately, up to the present
I do not think an agreement has been
reached, because of the attitude of New
South Wales.

Mr. Patrick: Victoria ships apples, I
think.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Victoria
has an oversea export of 610,000 eases.
Tho attitude of New South Wales is really
trivial, especially when we remember that
its rural industries represent only a small
proportion of its total income, In one re-
spect New South Wales, judged by its atti-
tude, would see the other States of Aus-
tralia fall into a condition of bankruptcy.

Mr. Stubbs: A dog-in-the-manger policy!

The MINISTER FORl LANDS: I have
given members an idea of Great Britain's
difficulty as to an nssurance concerning the
market from month to month, let alone from
year to year. In any request being mrade by
Britain, a great duty devolves on the Domi-
nion administrations in respect of endeav-
ouring to supplement Britain's war effort
and to provide war essentials. Thus the
Dominions in good faith are stimulating
the production of a commodity which might
not be an economical production after the
war. Western Australia has this difficult
position to face. We can expect that where
Great Britain is exercising pressure with-in
her own Empire regarding the making avail-
able of certain commodities, she can give no
guarantee of post-war purchases, and so at
the risk of over-production, we must at this
stage make a de~ision in favour of the Em-
pire's present requirements.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is our duty to do
so.

The MIN1STER FiORA LANJ)S: The
member for Suhiaco states it is our duty to
do so. I feel it is so, but a little later I ,hall
relate to the House w'hat we have (mdcli-
voured to do, realisiing that when the war is
over we might not have all the space avail-
able for the commodities the production of
which we are at the moment endeavouring
to stimulate. It is obvious that with regard
to some commodities, if we survey them in
a world sense, Australia wvill be hard-
pressed to product' them economically under
post-war conditions. The co-operation be-
tween the States and the Comm~onwvealth iii
the matter of marketing commodities has
up to the present been cordial. We have
even endeavoured to anticipate any piossible
darkness arising out of the possibility of the
United Kingdom bring overrun and the
Government being transferred to Canada,
and so we have responded to the request
for the provision of war requirements, p)ar-
ticularly foodstuffs, for the troops and par-
ticularly those in the Near East. Our con-
tracts include all requirements for the
Near East troops. Definite pressure is
being exerted by the Ministry of Food
in London in the direction of the pro-
duction of some of those commodities,
and having regard to our geographi-
cal position we may have an opportunity
of rendering a great sen-ice to the Empire
in its terrific struggle for. existence.
No one canl say how long the wvar will con-
tinue. No one can suggest what kind of
post-war troubles we may have to meet. Who
can imagine what peace terms may be dic-
tated? Who canl suggest what the trading
policies will be? Who canl say whether
Empire preference will be dominant or
might have to be wholly relaxed? I men-
tion those difficulties not in an aggressive
Spirit, but to suggest to those who talk
lightly and insist on a policy and its declara-
tion at this stage, some of the difficulties
that lie in the way. We are denied any long
vision with respect to any markets. Any
member wvho has studied Empire stocktak-
ing in prc-war times will realise the diffi-
culties that lie in trade agreements between
Dominion.% in peace time. What will the
difficulties be in a post-war period? At pre-
sent we are in possession of an Empire in
which dui- every month there is a harvest
somewhere. There is not a commodity which
can be mentioned, whether a necessity or a
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luxury, that the British Empire does not
produce in almost sufficient quantities for the
Empire. Even in peace time we have ex-
treme difficulty in finding markets for the
many commodities Australia produces. Some
of those commodities Australia is peculiarly
adapted to produce, and in some districts
of the Commonwealth they can be produced
in great abundance. Those are some of our
difficulties. Although wre have from time to
tine taken stock of Australia's rural pros-
pects, wve know more at this moment of Aus-
tralia's capacity to produce any given com-
modity than we did at any other stage in
our history. But it is still extremely diffi-
cult, in the light of present circumstances,
to anticipate markets or to plan for markets.
I have on my desk perhaps the best collec-
tion of agricultural statistics that has ever
been put up in one small volume. Any mem-
ber who is curious enough to ask the num-
ber of operatives or workmen in any rural
industry in Australia can be furnished with
that information by me. If he desires to
know the price of baconers in the month of
June, 1936, in Sydney or in Perth, I can
tell him. If he desires to know the number
of beehives in Australia, he can be told. We
are armed at this stage, following years of
examination and study, with the best collec-
tion of information on this subject that we
have ever had. I do not know whether it is
put up in this manner in other States. The
book is my private copy, but I have placed
a copy on record in the library of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Mr-. 'Metarty: is it compiled by your own
departnient9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Much of
it was compiled by me personally. For the
purpose of getting a proper perspective of
ally possible expansion of any rural in-
dustry, no maitter how remote that possibil-
ity, this information was garnered. Aus-
tralia has taken stock, and Western Aus-
tralia has recently had submitted to it by my
colleague, the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment, just what we can anticipate and
what particular commodities we can special-
ise in or substantially stimulate. The dairy-
ing industry is an outstanding example. Its
record, despite all that can be said respect-
ing the wisdom of group settlements or the
settlement of the South-West, or the cost of
clearing-which should have been borne by
ten generations, not one-is a circumstance

of importance in the rural life of this State.
The industry started in 1922. We have
thousands of acres in a S0in, to 50in. rain-
fall, virgin, unalienated !land whjch ulti-
inately will be developed for the dairying
industry.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Including thousands
of acres of alienated land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
There are extremely large areas of alienated
land in excellent districts which, if de-
veloped, would give a fillip to the dairying
industry and increase it 30 per cent.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have

recently perused legislation on our statute-
book relating to the enforcement of develop-
int of that class of country. In my
opinion, Western Australia should make a
desperate attempt to ensure that land at
present alienated but not put to use should
no longer remain idle because it belongs to
this or the other person. In travelling be-
twveen Perth and Bunbury, one notices large
areas of undeveloped land superior to land
which has been cleared and developed 200
miles from the capital city. This House
should take steps to ensure that we effect-
ively occupy, or force the effective occupa-
tion of, some of that territory.

Mr. Sampson: The House is very anxious
to do that.

Air. Marshall: It is still very necessary.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I agree
with the member for Murchison. We should
agasin attempt it.

Mr. Sampson: We never really started on
it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
nothing to halt the progress of the dairying
industry. Although we expect to produce
1,500,000 lbs. of butter this year, wre could,
by 1943, produce 7,000,000 lbs. What a
great counter that would be to allegations of
lack of occupation of this territory! The
dairying industry is a great employing in-
dustry. It holds a big population wherever
it is carried on. The number of operatives
engaged in the industry in each of the States
is tremendous. I have the figures here--
there are 163,000 workers permanently em-
ployed in the dairying industry of Australia.
In this State we could increase not merely
our exportable wealth, but we could secure
a more effective occupation of our territory,
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wore thriving towns and a better community.
But we must insist upon the bettor utilisationl
of land at presen1t Unoccupied.

Mr. Marshball: Did you say there were
163,000 people engaged in the industry?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- Yes.
Mr. Marshall: But the industry is mnain-

taining a much bigger number than that.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Cer-

tainly. That is the number permanently
working in the industry.

Mr. Hill: Is there a guaranteed price
for butter fats?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: For tht
duration of the war Australia can export
all it can possibly produce. If Ave consult
Australia's records, although there tins been
tremendous manipulation of prices and
imposition upon the consumning public of
Australia, the dairying industry can to-day
he said to be in an extremely healthy state,

Mr. Doney: Do you attach much import-
ace to the margarine question?

Mr. Lainbert : A sumn of E6,000,00U has
been spent on the establishment of the dairy-
ing industry.

The MIUNISTER FOR LANDS: That has
always been the contention of the hion. memi-
her and I sharply disagree with it. What-
ever the amount, it cannot all hie allocated
to the cost of establishing the dairying in-
dustry. Whatever the amiount mnay be that
is inivolveud in group settlement, it is may
firm view that the money will Ultimately
prove to bW, if it hans not already proved
to he, an investment for the State.

Members: Hear, hear!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

world position of fats and oils is a subject
well worth the study of any person interested
in the dairying industry. He should trace
the development of substitutes for butter,
the demand for such substitutes-always in
wrar time-and the fact of war competition,
because it is alleged that snuli substitutes
masquerade as butter. Four years ago T en-
deavoured to get the State,; of Australia to
agree to pegging- the production of miar-
garine at a certain figure, but the big dairy-
ing interests in Victoria and New South
Wales would not agree. Since then consump-
tion of margarine in Victoria has doubled; it
has reached 35 tons per week. The best
thing we can do is to fix a quota anad so restrict
the manufacture and distribution of mar-
garine for table use to a quantity not greater
than Australia',, existing production. For

export, I have no0 Olbjectioi. That is an en-
tirely dillerejit matter. If we can ninufac-
ture margarine in Australia, to compete with
other countries, that is to Australia's advan-
t age .

Ur. Lambert : Tell us what is wrong with
wholesome margarine?1

The MINISTER FOR LAi\DS: I am not
prepared to debate that point with the lion.
meniber at the mioment. Sir David Rivett,
when asked that question, declined to answer
it, because he felt he had some obligation to
protect the dair~ying interests of Australia.

Mr. Lainbert: Because he could not reply.
Mr. Holman: It was because he felt his

obligation to the producers of Australia, and
to the producers of Western Australia in
particular.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I recoin-
mnend any member who has skirmished and
labou red around the outside of this subject
to make a study of it. Involved in it is the
world position with regard to fats and oils.

Mr. Lambert: Margarine has always had
a big sale in England.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The trade
runs into hundreds of millions of pounds.
It involves substances from whale oil, pea-
nut oil amid votton seed oil. It involves, aimi-
mat fats and any fatty substance which can
he coagulated or held together. Whale oil
has been a mnost important component of
margarine during recent years. Its food
value, its ealorifie value, is very little infer-
ior to that of butter. Therefore I say that
Sir David Rivett's reason for not replying
to the direct question which has been asked
by an hon. member is right.

Mr. Lambert: He did not wish to reply.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is

one of the industries to which we can look
for great expansion. The pig- and bacon in-
dustry presents a tremnendons scope. I have
had an argument with the chairman of the
Australian Wheat Board on the question of
the supply of wheat at a price reasonable to
the wheatgrowcr. I do not k-now whether he
is offended, but if so I cannot help it. My
idea was that we should not limit or restrict
the, pig production of Western Australia,
but so far my pleadings have been in vain.
The Australian 'Wheat Board is not inter-
ested. Thn board said it refused to help an
industry against the wheat industry. My
answer was that every consumer in Australia
had mnade some contribution in recent years
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to the wheat industry, and that if an oppor-
tunity existed for the distribution of surplus
wheat we should take advantage of it, par-
ticularly if the ultimate result was the
building up of another industry.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
dealing with the primary industries of the
State which recently have been subjected to
a very complete review, and more particu-
larly was I mentioning the scope for pig
and pig-products in our rural economy. Un-
til the pig marketing arrangements were or-
ganised in England, the interest in pigs in
W~estern Australia or in any other Austra-
lian State fluctuated with the cost of the
primary commodities used in the finishing off
of bacon pigs, and the wheat figures of
Western Australia show a direct relationship
between the pork production and the price
of wheat. On every occasion when the price
of wheat has risen above 4$. a bushel pork
production in this State has shown a de-
cline. Recently when a strong case was put
up in another place, I received almost a re-
buff from the Australian Wheat Board, the
representatives of which body alleged that
I was making a request for the wheat indus-
try to subsidise thle pig and bacon industry.
That impression was entirely erroneous.
S~urcly it is in the best interests of all the
Australian States which have a ready mar-
ket for this commodity at present, to find
some outlet for a commodity, for which
there is neither accommodation nor sale at
present, by transforming wheat into pig
meat! As I said, the representatives of the
board stated that I was asking the -wheat
farmers of Australia to subsidise the pig
farmers of Australia. I was wondering whe-
ther that would be the viewpoint of the
-wheatgrowers, who are at their wit's end to
know -what is to become of next season's har-
vest and the surplus from our last harvest.

Mr. Marshall: What price did you pro-
pose to pay for the wheat?

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Three
shillings and fourpence a bushel, and there
would be an immediate stimulus if that
price could be guaranteed to pig-raisers for
small lots. The reply of the board, after we
hod made persistent representations, was
that pig-raisers could get the wheat at the
existing f.o.b. price, which is about 4s. 21/d.

a bushel, provided truck lots were taken.
But who on earth wants a truck lot of wheat
for pigs?

Hon. WV. ID. Johnson: You understand
that would have been the British price for
all Australian wheat?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
loss through shrinkage and other causes
during the currency of the storage of wheat
in this State will be a fairly large one.. To
meet that statement, if we could conceive
of a position in which the Australian Wheat
Board became a pig and pig-products board,
would its members he able to see neither to
the right nor to the left? At the moment
they appeared to be concerned only with the
wheat farmer and with their attitude to the
storage of wheat.

Mr. Seward: That is their object.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Surely it
should be their concern to get rid of as much
of the commodity as they can at a reason-
able price level all over Australia! Sup-
pose they reduced the price from 4s. 21/2d.
to 3s. 4d. a bushel, the price to Australian
whestgrowers would decline by M2d. a
bushel, and the price for wheat sold in Aus-
tralia would be reduced by not more than
about .75d. a bushel. Therefore I should
not he surprised if the hoard finds it advis-
able to take advantage of the opportunity
afforded by the stimulation of the pig and
bacon industry.

Mr. Patrick: Would you advise all the
wheatgrowers to become pig producersI

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: in many
parts of the wheathelt conditions are not
favourable for the man Who is solely*- a
wheatgrower to embark upon pig produc-
tion. At present we are finding pigs in the
wholesale markets of Australia in a half-
finished condition, which is a distinct loss to
the people desirous of building up the in-
dustry. Only by making representations to
the Barley Board have we succeeded in
securing a relaxation of its conditions.
That board also would deal only in truck
lots. Mr. Thomson, of the Wheat Board,
advised me recently that he was quite pre-
pared to consider supplying a farmer with
small lots when a bin was open. Surely
there is some bin with a man constantly in
-attendance where a farmer could get wheat
at least at the f.o.r. price! Surely those
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who take a sectional view of the position
should endeavour to regard it in proper per-
spective!

Mr. Withers: There would be no mer-
chants' charges?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, there would,
and] rail freight to the port as well.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Surely
it is better to get the wheat consumed,
especially when we remember that a large
proportion of that already contracted for
by the British Government will be in Aus-
tralia next year! Surely we should make
a major effort and examine every point with
a view to easing the position which, as the
member for Guildford-Midland knows, is
very acute!

Ron. W. D. Johnson: That is so, but
there is another side.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
,,those who are interested in wheat are
pleased to put only their point of view.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is not fair.'
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is

fair.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask hon. merit-

hers to keep order and allow the Minister
to make his speech.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Every
rural industry at present being developed
in this State, as well as any industry likely
to be suitable for our soil, rainfall and
climate, has recently been examined. The
tobacco industry is one which is causing
us considerable concern. A rise in price of
only about 3d. a lb. would be needed to
guarantee an increase of 700,000 lbs, in the
production. The margin that the producer
is receiving in his endeavour to make a liv-
ing solely as a tobacco grower is so small
that unless the average price is half-a-
crown a lb. he cannot get an adequate re-
turn from the acreage he is able to handle.
Involved in that question, of course, is the
Commonwealth Government's policy in re-
lation to excise. Something should be done,
not to give a guaranteed price for all to-
bacco, not to raise it to a specific figure, but
by imposing additional excise, to enable
Australian supplies to be increased to meet
the market requirements. If that were done,
I am sure that not only would the out-look
for tobacco be improved, hut that the pre-
senut heavy imports would largely be counter-
acted. The imports are terrific.

Mr. Cross: We shall be lucky if we are
not rationed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As to
the quality of the leaf produced in Austn
hia, we have n10 need to be apologetic, and
we should examine thoroughly ways and
means to ensure an adequate return
to the people engaged in the industry.
Statistics show that in 1930 we had only 25
acres under tobacco and produced 12,500 lbs.
of leaf, whereas last year we had 11,000
acres and produced 660,000 lbs. We could
double that production within two years if
we could ensure a rise of all prices by 3d. or
4d. a lb.

The position regarding flax is also causing
the Government great concern. Our recent
introdulction to this industry arose from the
action of the Commonwealth Department of
Commerce in arranging for other States to
meet Britain's request to plant 20,000 acres,
of flax. The flax industry is one that is very
deficient in the British Empire. Only about
6 per vent, of Britain's requirements is pro-
duced within the Empire. Therefore, with
climatic conditions so suitable ais they arc
in many of the States of Australia, Britain
was anxious to obtain the establishment of
this industry while conditions were very
favourable. Western Australia, however, was
left out of consideration. Knowing that we
have grown flax, excellent samples, too, from
D)enmark to Northampton, we decided that
we should exert every effort to get the in-
dustry established here by guaranteeing the
Commonwealth to put in an acreage to sup
ply one mill-fromn 1,000 to 1,500 acres in
areas somewhat contiguous. We have taken
something of a risk in this mutter because
we have involved the people concerned in an
intense patriotic desire to serve the Empire.
They have agreed to do so, and many of
them will he applying land to the growing
of flax that could be used more profitably in~
other ways. The Government, however.
thouight that the other States should not be
permitted in this period of demand to get the
whole of the 20,000 acres, nnd that we would
te neglecting our duty if we did not exploit
every poszsibility to get the industry e-stab-
lished in this State. The seed is here. It
arrlvc-l I0 dalys ago, and has been all p-ar-
elled and despatched. There is a contract

between the Commonwealth Government and
each farmer for a guaranteed price per acre.
The State Government is inquiring into all
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the necessities of harvesting, such as seeing
that reapers and hinders and other requisites
wvill duly be furnished to the people inter-
ested. All those mattrs. have been gone
into; but we have taken a very serious risk,
because this is one of the decisions which,
as I mentioned earlier, we have had to make.
involving the possible introduction of a crop
which cannot offer Australian economic cir-
cumstances Under peace conditions. But
since we have learnt that, climatically, a
large part of Western Australia is suitable
to that crop, we have taken the risk; and we
have taken it while there is a prospect of a
guaranteed price at least during the war
period. The price of fanx in England is very
high. Water-retted fibre is worth £102 per~
ton, and all that is being guaranteed to the
growers of this State for the article before
being retted is £4 10s. per cre. That is the
basis of the contract into which our people
have entered to row the crop, and the pros-
pect is that they will do much better than the
immediate outlook suggests that tbeY' will.

Ron. C. G. Latham: Is the flax to be
grown in irrigated areas?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
arranged for 920 acres in the irrigated areas,
and about 200 acres outside. I cannot for-
get, however, that we are using expensive
laud. Still, if we can get a unit of 1,000
acres here, we at least will not have neglected
our- duty, although the decision which has
lien taken mnay prove uiftimately to 'be
wrong. We cannot hlp] that. If we are to
wait until every decision that we have to
make in the interests of the Empire is water-
light, we shall never make a decision.

There is one commodity which involves% a
prospect of great expansion in Western Aiis
tralia, particularly in the undeveloped south.
western portion of the State; and that is the
baby beef market. There is a huge area of
about 1.1 million acres privately owned in the
South-West of which about 300,000 acres
have been partly cleared, and there is
about 4,700 square miles of country' in
our- South-West which has no pasture
Oil it and which can be developed
for this particular industry, an industry
which, if any world indications are a seri-
ouis guide, offers for a long period the op-
portunity of developing a highly valuable
trade. The survey that has been made shows
that if stimulated, and without interfering
at all with the present sheep and lamb brade,

we call have 18,000 year-old beef carcsses
within three or four years from our south-
western areas-export carcases. Extension
of the beef and cattle industry in the North-
West is also possible if we had big moneys
for water supplies, fencing, the introduction
of new blood, and so forth; but the South-
western portion of the State offers a very
big possibility in connection with that com-
modity which is likely to be in great demand.

Honl. C. G. Latham: Are you referrig
to the irrigated areas?

The MINISTER FORl LANDS: There is
one very large area I could mention, lying
between B3ridgetown and lit. Barker, which
of itself offers the possibility; but all those
districts have been examined, and although
we do include irrigated districts, the country
under review embraces much more than that.
The Leader of the National Party (Mr.
McDonald) said wve must be ready to share
in any markets in the reshuffle of trade. I
agree with that observation, and I think we
should take a risk in agreeing to develop an
industry which involves a particular com-
modity urgently needed; because if we can
at this stage encroach on the markets of
countries at present held by the enemy, if
we can encroach in a tangible sense on
markets previously held by the Scandinavian
countries, surely we shall take some dis-
placing from those markets. So that the
Government is giving attention to stimulat-
ing p~roduction in any line where there is
likelihood of some post-war demand for the
p)articular commodity. It is an angle of the
war position to which not very many people
give serious consideration. Agriculture in-
volving the production of raw materials for
the Empire is, in my view, one of the funda-
mentals of victory. And yet the position
is obscure. But is not all our home life, are
not all our domestic arrangements, iii the
same category? Can we plan) the future
for our children, or can we guarantee that
any plan we might evolve or any desire we
might have for them can be carried to a
successful conclusion, at this stage?

I now want to refer to a statement of the
Deputy Leader of the Country Party, the
member for Greenough, in connection with
the wheat position. The hon. member said
that what is needed is a definite policy in
regard to wheat. He quoted what AMr.
Cameroin had said to a deputation of wheat-
growers. Mr. Cameron is alleged then to
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have stated that he was coming round to the
opinion that if the Commonwealth had to
accept any more responsibility in that re-
spect, he would have to control the entire
production of the industry. So far as I am
concerned, that statement means nothing.
The Commonwealth has been able to help
the wheat industry and many other indus-
tries without filching from the States any
further privileges of the States in the con-
trol of their internal economy.

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: But you are hav-
ing trouble.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are;
and can the hon. member suggest that we
should be in any better position if the States
lost control of this particular commodity?

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: I suggest that there
are troubles.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are very many troubles. The member for
Greenough further said that Mr. Cameron
was sick of the States endeavouring to
"pass the buck."

Mr. Marshall: The Commonwealth is not
sick of taxing us.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It would
be a very wise and most desirable thing to
have a policy for everything, if we could
evolve such a policy. Not any of us are
doing anything to prevent the formulation
of any policy or plan to put that into effect.
However, there are many difficulties. The
(difficulties in regard to wheat have not eased.
We know that at the outbreak of war there
was 1,200,000,000 bushels of wheat surplus
over world requirements. Interstate confer-
ences were held in an endeavour to over-
come that difficulty, and we had almost
reached a successful conclusion. Although in
an international sense the matter was fraught
with very great difficulties, at the time of the
last conference held in Melbourne, at which
the Premiers of all the States were present,
wheat was round about Is. 01/2d. in Western
Australia. The one who was responsible for
preventing an Interstate arrangement at
that time was the Country Party Premier of
Victoria. He was responsible for the
inability of the States to agree on an all-
Australia plan. At that time the Australian
Wheatgrowers' Federation presented to the
Commonwealth a plan involving the guaran-
tee of a price at an equivalent of 3s. 10d.
free on rail at ports. It was demanded that
there should be no increase in wheatgrowing

areas in any State, and that production
should be licensed. All that was in Novem-
ber of last year. Recently the Primary
Producers' Association of this State ad-
dressed me in connection with this same
subject, alleging as followvs: Wheat produc-
tion ranked so largely in the Commonwealth
and 'Western Australia that the Primary
Producers' Association desired to ask had
the State Government any wheat policy, or
was it the Government's wish that the in-
dustry should drift until it reached its
economic level? The Primary Producers'
Association went on to say that it felt that
an organised effort by the Federal and State
Governments wvas necessary on behalf of the
industry. That as a part of the Wheat-
growers' Federation the Primary Producers'
Association had for nearly 12 months made
urgent representations to the Federal Gov-
ernment that the Agricultural Council
should devise a stabilisation policy for the
wheat industry of Australia, hut with little
effect. Such are the allegations of the Pri-
mary Producers' Association.

Mr. Patrick: That came from a gathering
of farmers.

The MINISTER FOR LANiDS: No. I
will quote it as coming from those from
whom I received it, from the Primary Pro-
ducers Association, of which all hon. mem-
bers opposite are members. I repeat that
the one who made it impossible for Aus-
tralia to have a plan formulated was the
Country Party Premier of Victoria. If it
is the desire of members opposite to ask,
"Has the State Government any wheat
policy?" then I say-

Mr. Warner: What did you put forward?

The MINISTER FOR LANDlS: The hon.
member will have the opportunity of reading
my reply if he attends the next meeting of
the body in question., At that tine the
Prime Minister also had a policy. I have
here a document which is entitled, "Com-
monwealth Government's Wheat Policy,"
which was enunciated by the Prime Minister
of that time and was published in all the
newspapers of Australia at that time. That
offer from the Prime M1inister-we well
know it-was that there should be on a total
realisation for the season, on the basis of
free on rail at ports, 3s. 4d. per bushel,
subject to two limitations: (a) that the
supplementary finance to be provided by the
Governments of the Commonwealth and the
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States should not exceed £3,500,000 per
annum, and (b) that the annual advance
would not operate so as to bring the total
realisation beyond 3s. 4d. per bushel for a
marketed crop of 140,000,000 bushels. And
included in that statement of the Common-
wealth Government's policy was a request
that the States do their utmost to restrict
production and to contract their wheat
areas. It involved the financing by the
States of up to £3,500,000 with the Common-
wealth Government. The responsibility
which the Premier of this State accepted-
[(can quote it-was to fiud £E187,000 on be-
half of the wheatgrowers of Western Aus-
tralia if all the other States came into the
scheme. However, this is what Mr. Dunstan
.said-

Hon. C, G. Lathain: You know why Mr.
Dlunstan said it.

.Sev-eral nmembers interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The Minister for Works: This cannot be

too palatable.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask

lion. members to keep order.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is

quite useless for members opposite to say,
"We must have a policy for wheat." I
agree that it would be a very good and
most desirable thing; and nothing that I
could do to bring it into effect would be
left undone. But I want members to be fair
enough not to say here and elsewhere that
the State Government has no policy but to
give us the credit that at least we put up as
forcible at case as any other Government
for the wheatgrowers of the Commonwealth.
'Mr. Dunstan said:-

I cannot understand why the States should
now lie asked to provide half of the money
reqtuire(] to assist the wheatgrowers. I admit,
of course, that at Canberra some time ago the
Commonwealth said that the provision of the
total cost was the States' responsibility. Upon
reconsideration of the matter, however, the
Commonwealth is now prepared to accept half
of the responsibility, and to ask the States to
aecept the other half. As a representative of
Victoria, I say again that it is not the States'
rc51)Onsibliity to accept the other half; the
obligation is entirely on the Commonwealth to
dto what it has always done in the past. The
Commornwealth hans a responsibility to do its
best to retain this national industry in the
interests of Australia as a whole.

That was the viewv of the Country Party
(Iovernment of Victoria.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Kept in power by
the Labour Party.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Dunstan went on to say-

I object to the proposal because first, the
price is insufficient; secondly, the date of pay-
ment is too late; and, thirdly, this is a respon-
sibility which ought to be accepted by the Comn-
,uonwealth Government.

Mr. Doney: The Country Party plus the
Labour Government.

The IMINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the view of the Country Party Premier of
Victoria, but the Country Party of West-
ern Australia asks and pretends to ask in-
stovently: "Has the Government a wheat
policy,?" The Government has put forward,
and thev Premier has directly put forward,
a masterly case in the interests of Western
Australia. The Premier offered to pay
C187,000 towards the requisite amount. Vic-
toria's share was to be £381,000. But Vic-
toria and its Country Party Premier have
jockeyed the other States into such a poai-
tion that Victoria would have the benefit of
£381,000 and then pass all the buck on to
the other States.

Hon. W. U. Johnson: That rather justi-
fies Mr. Camieron's contention.

The MIINISTEJR FOR LANDS: But Mr.
Cameron's all-emibracing statement that the
States passed on the buck was not justi-
tied. It is useless for Mr. Cameron or the
Country Party Premier of Victoria to in-
clude Western Australia as one of the
States that has passed on the buck. We
have accepted our responsibilities in the
matter and I resent very strongly the sug-
gestion that any rep~reseutative, or represen-
tatives, of this State has, or have, been neg-
ligent in stating the ease on behalf of West-
era Australia. Onl the other hand, this State
has agreed to participate in the scheme, un-
palatable as, it may be to some, in the in-
terests of the wheatgrowers of the State.
Questions were raised at the conference I
have referred to regarding the responsibility
of the Stales to the uneconomic farmers in
the industry, and the statement wvas made
that perhaps 25 per cent, of the wheat
farmers of Australia could not make wheat
farming pay, even if they had no debts at
all. It was further stated that all causative
factors of unecononmie farming should be
examined, including in that category the un-
necessary excess profits of secondary indus-
tries. Western Australia's representative
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had a very heated argument with the pre-
sent Prime Minister on that point. I read
the comments of the member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) on the relationship between
the Commonwealth Government and the
Broken Hill Proprietary Co. I do not know
the facts of that position, but I do know
that the average dividend payments of Aus-
tralian secondary industries represent 6 per
cent. Sonic of them have been 20 per cent.;
some 10s. on 5s. shares.

Mr. Hughes: That is 200 per cent.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All of

those companies have some relationship to
uneconomic farming. My attitude towards
protection and tariffs is the same as towards
bounties for wheat. It is that the object of
a bounty is to make further bounties un-
necessary. That is not the attitude usually
adopted. If a bounty is paid-the Common-
wealth Government claims to have
paid £14,500,000 to the wheat indus-
try of Australia in the last teni years-
the object of those in the industry seems to
he to perpetuate that assistance. In an ex-
amination of the wheatgrowing industry it
is essential closely to examine the cause of
uneconomic farming in each State. Western
Australia has endeavoured to put its house
in order. Western Australia has directed its
effort along those lines to a far greater de-
gree than has any other State, and I dis-
agree entirely with the point of view ex-
pressed by the member for Avon (Air.
Boyle). I read his remarks. His was his
usual type of speech. He struck the same
note throughout. He spoke of the impov-
erishment of farmers as though that condi-
tion applied to all the farmers of Western
Australia, which would be an untrue reflec-
tion upon the farming industry. I suggest
to the member for Avon that if that is the
only tune he knows, lie should purchase at
new tuning fork.

Mr. Doney: Did lie say that applied to all
farmers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. It
is all very well to single out one phase and
apply that to a consideration of the position
of the industry as a whole. If we are to
have a discussion on that problem, let us
have the whole tune, the whale story, not
merely a part of the tune, a part of the
story. I suggest to the hon. member that he
would be better ocupied if he applied his
talents to preaching better farmers anid bet-
ter farming methods in this country. If he

were to do that, the State would be in 4 bet-
ter position. Not very far from the district
the member for Avon mentioned, there are
places, within the knowledge of the Leader
of the Opposition, where people who have
share interests in farming, although they
were engaged in the work as pioneer farm-
ers originally, can show a profit over all
working expenses by an amount equivalent
at least to the income of a member of Par-
liament; and that position obtained during
the last season. So I say to the member for
Avon, let us have the whole story. Unless
we have that, we have not the benefit of the
true story. Would that hon. member get up
and say that the successful farmers who sit
on the Opposition benches-and there are
several of them who are successful-are ex-
ceptions and that the majority of the farm-
ers in Western Australia are in a state of
penury? If he were to raise that conten-
tion, it would not be true.

Mr. Seward: It would not be far from
the truth.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: By all
means let us do our utmost to assist the in-
dustry in view of the present situation and
the difficult eircumstances involved. I advo-
cate no other attitude towards the industry,
but let us examine the whole situation. Let
us investigate the effective profits of the
Broken Hill Co., or any other company,
and the relationship of the excess profits of
secondary industries to the farming industry
of Australia.

Mr. Patrick: And the costs over tire last
20 years?

Tire MINISTER FOR LANDS: I wish
to dwell for a minute or two on the question
of hulk handling. We have listened to much
discussion, and there has been considerable
investigation, regarding what should be done
in the various districts of Western Australia.
I say without any fear of the statement be-
ing successfully contradicted, that the Gov-
ernment has faced uip to its responsibilities,
examined the position thoroughly and, in the
light of all the circumstances and the facts
it possesses, has endeavoured to arrive at
correct decisions.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And that is apprec-
iated, too.

The MNINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
the problem of the Albany zone, which has
not had the benefit of bulk handling facili-
ties although producing 1,600,000 bushels of
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wheat per annum, all of which has to be
bagged and then emptied out of bags. The
farmers claim to have lost pence per bushel
because of the absence of bulk handling
facilities. After examining the position and
holding conferences with BulIC Handling
Ltd., we ultimately decided that sidings
within the zone should first be equipped and
the consideration of port equipment be de-
ferred until seasonal considerations gave
some further indication of the prospective
harvest. Since then the war position has
deteriorated to such an extent that the pro-
blem of wheat storage hats also altered. The
Commonwealth Government, through the
Australian Wheat Board, has made definite
requests that country districts should be used
for the storage of wheat at suitable Pints,
to that the whole of the storage should not
be rendered vulnerable. It may be that
4inee we have been able to arrange
with Bulk Handling Ltd. for 80 per
cent, of the crop to be dealt with
by mevans of aiding equipment, most of the
Crop will have to remain there until, per-
hapl.;, towards the middle of next year. Until
we have a prospect of shipments to other
eonntrii-s, wse can not consider effecting any
installation at Albany, but it is possible,
and likely, that before that harvest has to
be moved elsewhere, the -necessity will arise
for port equipment there. I have endeav-
oured to induce the Australian Wheat Board
to agree to finance the provision of a ter-
mninal elevator at Albany, and we are now
awaiting a decision. Al! the issues have to
to bp considered, and the matters I hare
referred to have received attention.

Regarding matters affecting the Lakes dis-
trict, three or four members of this House
are interested in that problem. The issues
have been gone into thoroughly and the Gov-
ernment in making its decision had the
assistance of a responsible committee in
conferring with Bulk Handling Ltd. We
know their position and what the actual
situation is with regard to material and
labour. We know that the desire is to assist
if it is at all possible, but the material posi-
tion is serious, particularly with regard to
structural steel. As members may have
observed from reports in the Press, a deci-
sion has been arrived at to arrange for stor-
age in the Lakes district at points that have
some bearing on the position where the rail-
-way might have been. The settlers there

have been producing heavy crops for many
years past and claim to have had a definite
promise of the construction of a railway
before they went on their holdings. The
Government has provided carting contracts
costing upwards of £8,000 a year during
past seasons and has carted the wheat over
it 50-mile radius, the first 16 miles being the
farnef responsibility. Now the deci-
sion has been ar-rived at to require
wheat to be carted to the bins, as well as
to Newdegate and other sidings. Farmers
are now required to deliver their wheat to
binls where required. That decision may be
criticised and some may contend that it is
wrong. Those who so contend cannot have
had an opportunity to ascertain all the facts.
Were they in possession of those facts, they
would not raise such a contention.

To sum up the wheat position, while
Britain guaranteed to take from Australia
all the wheat for which shipping space
could be found, that is the most hopeful
point of view that we can take at this junc-
ture. The responsibility of the State and
the Commonwealth is to endeavour, if tha
shipping position urfher deteriorates to
give some idea of what advances may be
forthcoming for next season's crop. I sug-
gest to members that we should say to the
farmers that tbat is the position. When the
member for Greenough (Mr. Patrick) was
speaking, I interjected that it would require
the wisdom of Solomon to formulate a
policy at this stage. I can go further and
say that, in addition to the wisdom of Solo-
mon, we would require the patience of Job
And the judgment of St. Peter.

Mr. Patrick: Your party in the Federal
Parliament solved it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; they
have not had the opportunity.

Mr. Patriek: That is their policy.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I would

not raise that issue, for it is an unfair argu-
ment. I agree with the hou. member that
members of his party had an opportunity
to do it, hut refused to do so.

Mr. Pa trick: -Not of this party.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- The Vie-

torian Country Party adopted that attitude.
They bad the opportunity and would not
accept the responsibility. So I suggest we
should say to the farmers that they con-
tinue to produce wheat ait the present price
or diversify their farming to such an extent
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that they will be able to relieve their own
difficulties. Until the Minister for Con..
mcrce is able to secure some agreement be-
tween the States--and I notice that he in-
tends to try again-we cannot ge~t finality.
I have noe quarrel with the member for
Greenough (Mr. Patrick) in his desire that
we should have a policy with regard to
wheat, but I think lie will agree, in the:
light of the difficulties I have enunciated,
that it is a very difficult task for anyone to
set himseif or for any body of men to
undertake, to formulate a definite policy.

lHon. C. G. Lathamn: A conference is
being arranged now.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Y es,
but-

Hon. C. 0. Lathamn: It will he at trial.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes and

I hope the hon. member will use his infin-
*cnceQ with his colleagues iii Victoria-

Hon. C. 0. Lathanm: You know very well
we have no such influence.

The MiNiSTER FOR LANDS: I would
not say that the views of Mr. Dunstan were
the views of the Labour Party.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: Ver~y definitely.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is

something new to me. However, the Leader
of the Opposition and his colleagues should
exert considerable pressure on the Country
Party Premier of Victoria by showing what
it means to have a uniform policy.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Now you are talk-
ing rot.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member and his colleagues should
take steps to indicate to the Premier of
Victoria what an agreement on an Austra-
lian basis would mean to this State.

I wish now to refer to the child refugee
problem, a mutter which has given the Gov-
erment of Australia and the State Coy-
-erunents considerable concern. A fort-
night ago this Government received word
that children and refugees from Hong Kong
were on their way to Australia and Western
Australia. There was no information as
to whether the newcomers were eight or
eighty years of age, whether they were
males or females, or whether they were mar-
ried or single. The authorities could not
tell us anything about these people; they
could not inform uis whether they had any

money or not. We were, however, asked to
do our utmost to prepare for their recep-
tion.

Mir. J. Hegney: The Department of In-
formation should have been able to tell you
something.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
could get no information from that depart-
ment. However, the Department of Lands
and Migration has been ia constant touch
with the Department of the Interior. We
have arranged for the vaccination of some
of our officers who volunteered to he vac-
cinated when they knew we bad plans iii
progress, because the Customs authorities
would not have allowed them out of Gage
Roads unless they were so treated. We
hare scured information regarding accorn-
miodation at every boarding house and
hotel in Perth and the rates they charge.
We have arranged before the vessel ties up
at the wharf, to ascertain the class of ac-
commodation the newcomers need and have
made, plans for their reception at Freman tle
and for their being brought to Perth and
distributed to the places that will constitute
their future abodes. I do Dot know whether
we have overlooked anything but we have
tried to prevent a repetition of what is al-
l eged to have occurred in Queensland,
where some refugees werc left on the wharf
in a cold, open shed with no one to welcome
them or give them any idea where they
might go. All we know is that there are
boats due in Australia within a day or two
with evacuees from Hong Kong, some of
whom are coming to Western Australia, We
know no more than that.

With regard to children from England,
hon. members will recollect that a definite
statement was made in the House of Com-
mons a little over a fortnight ago that no
children would be evacuated from England
except under convoy, and that since con-
voys were not available the scheme was to be
abandoned for the present. 'This State
agreed to co-operate with the Commonwealth
and to receive some of the children and had
all the machinery in motion. About 5,000
children were expected to come to Australia,
of whom wve would have received a few hun-
d]red, and we arranged for their reception.
We had about 1500 applications from
peoiple who desired to give reftige to the
children. The information given in the
Hon so of Commons was such as might be
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expected to be given for enemy consumption
but unfortunately the Colonies received the
siauna information. But a fortnight after the
declaration was made, 500 children arrived
in a capital city of Australia. Thus the posi-
tion is difficult day by day, no matter
whether one may be handling refugee
children, the sale of wheat or the mar-
keting of apples and pears. The De-
partment of the Interior knows noth-
ing about the children who arrived in Sydney
the day before yesterday. They are not
nominee children us we know them-that is,
nominees by application, but children
whose passages have been paid and who
have a definite port of destination. -Some of
those 500 children are coming to Perth. But
all of those who are at present in Australian
waters have parents who had arranged the
payment of their passage money before the
institution of the British Government's
scheme. We expect a revival of the scheme
for the reception of overseas children and if
there is snch a revival we can expect very
short notice of the coming of the evacuees.
The first intimation we will have -will prob-
ably be a telephone call from the Signal
Station that such-and-such a boat has ar-
rived and we shall have to arrange for the
reception of the children. Everything that
we can possibly anticipate as being needed
to be done we have endeavoured to do and
the whole matter is well in hand.

In conclusion, I wish to refer to the accu-
sation of complacey made against the
Government by the Leader of the National
Party and Leader of the Country Party. It
was very ill-timed. I do not know whether
the statement was the reflection of a guilty
conscience or not, hut no charge of com-
placency can be successfully laid against
any member of either the Imperial, Common-
wealth or State Governments. I hope that a
different attitude from that will be adopted
and that in these times no one will suggest
that any member is doing- anything but his
utmost to further the war effort. In the
interests of Australia and the Empire no
statements of that kind should be made. I
hope we shall emerge from this conflict with
the Empire intact our principles and
standards of living inviolate, that the White
Australia policy will continue, and that
with all the material resources we have
in this great Commonwealth we shall become
in a real sense a circumstance in the affairs
of the world.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.24]: We
have all been interested in the remarks of
the M1inister for Lands but I would have
]iked to hear a few words of hope from himh.
I venture to trust that the position is no;
quite as bad as we might be led to think
after having heard what has been said. A
matter in which ninny hon. members are in-
terested concerns the export of' apples and
pears. I realise, and I have not hesitated tW
say, that the apple and pear acquisition corn-
muittee has done very good work in the past.
The Minister made no comment to the con-
trary, and I am hopeful that, in spite of any
misunderstanding that may exist to-day, the
work of the committee will be continued
and will be equal in value to what has been
achieved during the last season. The com-
mittee was faced with innumerable difficul-
ties during the paist year-its first year
of operation-because it set out really to.
provide a measure of control. While objec-
tions have beea raised, they were not reason-
able, inasmuch as to bring about control of &.
hig industry such as this there arc bound to.
be matters of detail which do not meet with
unanimous approval. It would have been
better if the funds payable could have been
made available to each State hut that unfor-
tunately could not be done, or at least was
tnt done. The method of placing a number
on eases of fruit instead of the name of the
grower as is usual was, I think, A
doubtfully wise substitution. It has been
claimed that some growers did niot
grade mid pack under the new system as well
as they (lid when the fruit was despatched
under their own names. Other growers, I
readily admit, packed their fruit and did
everything& as well as in past seasons.
Growers are natuirally concerned with the,
maintenance of their good name end I sug-
gest therefore that in the future a variation
of the method should be made by the corn-
muittee.

Unfortunately we do not yet know what
the future lies in stoic for growers of export
varieties of apples and pears. I noted the-
remarks of the MIinister concerning the diffi-
culties confronting those growers, and I
agree -with him that their problems are very
great indeed. Since it appears to be im-
possible for the necessary space to be found
in ships for export apples and pears in
their natural condition, I bare wondered'
whether the matter has been, or could be,.
submitted to the Council for Scientific and'
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Industrial Research to asepitain whether it
is possible for the fruit to be dehydr-atted. I
know that space is the main consideration
and that where fresh fruit is concerned it
must be refrigerated space, but the ete-
ineats of the apple and pear would, I take
it, be preserved if the fruit were not only
dehydrated but also compressed into as
smiall a compass as possible. Whether this is
practicable or not I am unable to say, but
the outlook for the growers is so difficult
that I am hopeful that the matter will he
referred to the C.S.T.R. for consideration.
Foods, in order to secure freight overseas,
mnust be concentrated. In the ease of dried
and dehydrated fruits-they arc practically
synonymous terms-dehydration might en-
.are, the possibility of export. It is readily
understood that canned or conserved fruits,
fruit with a considerable quantity of liquid
in the can, would not be a practicable export
food. It would take too much room eo0ju-
pared with its value. At this juncture I
should like to refer to the Chief Inspector
of the Department of Agriculture, Mir.
George Wickens. That officer had a long
.and most honourable career. He proved
himself exceedingly useful to the industdry,
and there is general regret that hp is no
longer with the department. The mainten-
ance of the Jpolicy of retiring officers at 65
is not in the interests of the State. Mr-.
Wick-ens, on the day following his cornple-
tion of work at the Department of Agri-
culture, was offered a position by a big coin-
pany in this State, aud accepted it. There
is ample reason for further consideration on
the part. of the Government of the policy of
deciding that all men are equal in ability,
and that so soon as they reach the age at
65 they should forthwith be called upon to
retire. That is a wvrong policy. Many men
aire more mature in their judgment and
better at their work whent they have reached
the age of 65, becaus;e of the experience
they have had and the grecat regard they
have developed for their work, then are
those who may be younger. It would be a
good thing for the State if that policy were
revised.

Mr. Seward: 'What about the youngsr
generation?

'Mr. SAMPSON: Members of the yoiuiger
generation will make their own way. TI:e
Government should he concenied about who
can best do the job. Tit losing Mir. Wickens
the Government lost a good man. T mike

that comment without comparing him
with any oilier officer. M1r, Wikens is a
man whose serviecs were most valued by the
growers, and there is general regret that he
is no longer with the department. I under-
stand hie is con tiuuing to do somewhat simii-
tar work for the company to which 1 made
reference.

At a time like this we are expected to refer
to oversen matters. There are local diffi-
culties, however, that I hope may receive
consideration. A reasonable price should be
paid on the local market for our f ruit, veg-
etables and other produce. The Minister for
Lands referred to flax. Some years ago an
excellent sample of this commodity was
grown at Kalamunda, indicating what could
be done there. I have no knowledge to en-
able me to say whether Guild ford grass could
be used in any way. When I was in the
Old Country in 1928 I discussed that grass
with one of the paper makers, and was ad-
vised that if esparto grass from South Africa
was not available a ready market would pro-
bably be found for Guildford grass9

The M1inister for Lands: The Imperial
Institute bas tried it out since then.

Mr. SAM1PSON: For paper9
The Mlinister for Lands: For handicrafts,

etc., it is all righL.
Mr. SAMPL 1SON: It has a strong fibre anti

is exceediiigly tenacious. It is a class of
gras that is neessary for the manufacture

of iialet.
The Mlinister for Lands: It ay be too

costly to gather.
Mr. SA'MPSON: That may be so, but it

may be necessary to use it or something
like it.

The Minister for Mlines: With what mna-
chinery would you cut it?

Mir. SA'MPSON: The Minister might use
a small scythe or sickle. I am inclined to
think that concenitration on such work would
he veryv ndvantageous. The matter is
worth con sidering. The g-rowth of Guildford
grass is extending, and is a serious men-
ace in areas in the immediate vicinity of
Perth.

I should like to quote a few figuires deal-
ing with exports. I have the most recent
figures that are available, and they' relate
to the six months ended the 31st December
last, They nrc--butter, £178,000: eggs,
£46,000; beef, £104,000; lamb and mutton,
C2.59,000; pork, £63,000: condensed milk,
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£59,000; other animal foodstuffs, £55,000;
snaking a total of over Z824,000. The export
of butter is of great importance. in 1929-30
the value of butter exported was £3,229, and
in 1938-39 the value had risen to £233,542.
.1 wish to pay a tribute to the efforts put
forward by the member for Murriy-Welling-
ton (Mr. MeLarty). That hon. member has
done and is doing a great deal in the inter-
ests of butter producing.

The Minister for Mines: How many cows
has be?

Mr. SA'MPSON: The difficulty respecting
muargarine has been referred to by the Min-
ister for Lands, and is continually being
referred to. I do not hnow that we are
to be congratulated altogether on the atti-
tude we adopt towards that commodity.
When I was in Batavia I noticed that the
Federal Government was advertising in the
newspapers of Java the advantages of
butter. The representatives of that Gov-
erment located in Batavia told me that as
a result of what was being done the sale of
butter bad greatly increased. Margarine is
also advertised. We have to see to it that
the quality of the butter exported is main-
tained, that it is regularly shipped, and that
we do not inadvertently boost margarine to
such an extent as to prompt people to
change over. Experts tell us that from the
standpoint of food value and vitamin con-
tents there is no comparis)n betwveen mar-
garine and butter. We must see to it not
only in the interests of our butter pro-
ducers, but in the interests of the health of
the people, that real butter is consumed. It
must be made an offence for margarine to be
added to butter, and people thereby misled
in respect to the purity of that food.

The Minister for Mines: Surely you would
not do anything like that.

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to bring before
the Minister for Health the question of the
anopheles mnosquito-the type that carries
the malaria germn. Such mosquitoes are
plentiful in Perth. Other varieties also carry
malaria. The diffieultv facing Western Aus-
tralia in respect to the mosquito pest is that,
by stinging persons who have arrived here
with the malaria germn in their blood, they
may transmit it to others.

The Minister for M1ines: I thought a mos-
quito died when it had stung anyone.

Mir. SAMPSON; I do not know enough
about mosquitoes to say whether that is

so or not. My advice is that if a mosquito
becomes infected with malaria by stinging
someone who is suffering from it, that mos-
quito immediately becomes a great danger
to others who may be stung by it.

The Minister for Mines: You do not know
whether a mosquito dies when he stings?

Mr. SAM13SON: I am doubtful about it.
Up to this moment I had some confidence
in the Minister. I am now convinced that
his knowledge of mosquitoes is such that
I shall cling to the knowledge I have
acquired myself.

The Minister for Mlines: You are between
twvo bricks.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister will have
a chane of talking about mosquitoes later
on1.

The Minister for Mines: I hope so.

MAr. SAMPSON: When a mosquito stings
a person who is infected with malaria it
then becomes a carrier and a menace to all
people with whom it comes into contact.

The Minister for Mines: We will inocu-
late the mosquito.

Mir. SAMPSON: In Singapore it was
discovered that other mosquitoes carried
malaria.

Mr. Cross: But not the kind we have
here.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.
Air. Cross: What is your board doing

to keel) down the mosquitoes?
Mr. SAMPSON: It is treating the water

in tanks or stagnant places, and is doing all
it can to control the pest.

Mr. Cross: The same thing can be said
of' other boards.

Mir. SAMPSON: If so, whence come all
the mosquitoes with which Perth is afflicted?
If it is possible for the local mosquito to be
infected with malaria, the likely resultant
evil is almost beyond the bounds of tinder-
standing. The effect of a general outbreak
of malaria would be to reduce the capacity
of the people by probably not less than .50
per cent., That is serious to contemplate be-
cause there are so many mosquitoes here,
and the fact is established that once a mos-
quito becomes infected with malaria it is a
carrier.

Mr. Thorn: We should send] a shipment
to Germany.

iMr. SAMPSON: When I was in the Far
East I made some inquiries regarding this
insect post and I was advised that many
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of the native towns were afflicted to a most
serious degree by malaria. One man told
me there was a place in Thailand where if
one slashed the air with a razor, not less
than half a dozen mosquitoes would be
killed.

The Minister for Mines: That is a cow-
ardly way to attack them!

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the Minister will
take this matter up.

Mr. J. Hegney: With a razor.
Mr. Fox: And raise a gang.
Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the Minister will

give the matter serious attention. There are
many country towns where it is difficult to
sleep at night, except under a net, because
of mosquitoes. One of the first steps to be
undertaken is to provide for the full con-
trol of the mosquito pest. The residents
of Singapore appreciate the danger of the
mosquito as a cardier of malaria, and have
spent thousands of pounds upon efforts to
prevent the spread of the pest. An almost
perpetual movement along those lines is
maintained at that centre.

Mr. Fox: Was not the pest wiped out
in the Panama Canal zone years ago?

Mr. SAMPSON: I understand that is so,
but here the fact does not seem to be real-
ised that our mosquitoes are carriers
of malaria. In view of the number
of people coining to Western Australia from
the Far East, the danger that threatens us
is indeed great. I hope the Minister will
regard the matter seriously and do every-
thing in his power to secure immunity for
the people of Perth from this grave danger.

The Minister for Mines: I will buy a
razor.
* Mr. SAMPSON: With other members, I

regret that the Royal Agricultural Society's
annual show is not to be held at Claremont
this year, although I appreciate the special
reasons that have made it impossible. I
congratuilate the various agricultural soec-
ties throughout the State that have decided
to hold their annual shows. As the member
for North-East Iremantle (Mr. Tonkin)
said, the war is not merely one that is being
fought on the land, in the air and on the
sea, hut involves the maintenance of the pro-
duction of food supplies. It is our duty to
encourage the production of good food to
provide for the people's requirements.

One other matter that I shall -refer to re-
lates to the construction and sale of pro-

ducer gas plants. These are most useful and
I am sure that the manufacture of such
plants will receive nil the encouragement.
possible. At present it is competent for any-
one to manufacture a gas Jproducer plant
and affix it to a truck or ear. I suggest f or-
the benefit of the makers and those who
decide to have gas plants added to their-
motor vehicles, that such plants should he
inspected and the principles contained in
them approved by some qualified person.
Perhaps the University authorities could
examine and pass approved designs sub-
mitted by manufacturers and issue cer-
tificates that ensured the producer gas
plants being what was required. That
would not impose a burden upon manu-
facturers but would be helpful to them and
perhaps prevent them from proceeding
along lines that have been abandoned else-
where. It would enable them to adopt the.
latest methods in vogue and ensure that pur-
chasers of plants had what was sound and
suitable for the purposes for which they
were to be installed.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)-
[8.51]: 1 offer no apologies for taking part
in this debate. The informative speech de-
livered by the Minister for Lands to-night.
justifies my saying that the fact that he had
to reply to certain statements, makes the.
debate worth while. I was able to agree
with quite a lot that the Minister said. The.
present is a time when planning ahead be-
comes rather difficult. He rather surprised
me when he referred to evacuated children
and stated that the Government would not
know that a shipload of children had arrived
until a message was received from Fre-
mantle. That must surely lead to disorgani-
sation.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: Of course it does.

Mr. McLARTY: I cannot See why it
should be so.

Hon. WV. DI. Johnsouc: The arrival of a
empty wheat ship is not signalled until it
enters the mouth of the river.

Mr. MeLARTY: That may be so, but
surely there are ways and means by which
the State Government could be informed
that a ship with child ren would arrive at
Fremantle on a certain date.

Mr. Doney: It might not be safe.
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Alr- 'McLAl-TY: There are secret codes
and other methods that could be adopted so
that the information could be obtained. I
believe the difficulty could be got over with-
out much trouble.

Hfon. WV. D. Johnson: The trouble is that
they do not try to do so.

Mr. 'MeLARTY: I think they dot but
they have not tried very hard on this occa-
sion, I indicated that it is difficult to offer
practical suggestions in times such as the
lpreselit. Our future and all we have are
dependent upon the struggle in which we
are now engaged. Like other members who
have spoken, I feel that ultimately we will
attain victory. T agree with the meM-
ber for Katunning, (M1r. Watts) who
said we should attempt to consider some of
our probable post-war economic problems.
We know with a degree of certainty some of
the jiollein which must urise. One, for in-
stance, is the repatriation of our soldiers
when peace is declared. Seine thousands
will be returning fromn overseas and we
,,hall have thousands in camip in Australia.
-Now is, the time when we shouild he think-
ing- (if that uatter. After the last war we,
inaugurated a great laud settlement scheme
which absorbed great numbers of our re-
turned soldiers. As a result-there is no
ques-tion abouit it-much wealth was addedl
to the State. But I doubt whether we could
have tinother such schemne, certainly not on
the same scale. I do not think the time will
he opportune to settle large numbers of men
in our wheat areas, nor would it appear at
pmres~ent that we could settle them success-
fulls' in our pastoral areas.

Mr. Marshall: Those in time pastoral areas
have already been settled.

Mfr. 'MeLARTY: Yes. They have had an
ex-cedingly difficult time. it appears that
the next few years will not he a suitable
time for further settlement in the pastorail
districts. Apart from uncertain seasons in
those districts, we have the menace of wool

sstitutes. Substitutes for sme of *ir
primary products were the result of the last
war, and there will be substitutes ac; a result
oif' thme present war. Some people assert
that substitutes will never play any great
part. With the present blockade, h~owever,
and the almost impossible position of some
of the occupied countries so far as wool is
concerned, I feel they will concentrate more
and more on substitutes, which may be
greatly improved. In that event the men-

acve of substitutes becomes greater than
ever. The wheat position, to which the Min-
ister for Lanids referred tonight, is a diffi-
cult one; and as I said it does not appear
that we shall be able to settle our men in
the wheat areas. The onily areas that will
be available for the settlement of soldiers
are those in the mixed farming districts.
These appear to offer sonic inducement. The
Minister also spoke of the dairying industry
and allied industries, and said that they of-
fered considerable scope. The Agricultural
Council, which is now sittingw in the Eastern
States, according to today's paper said that
those industries couhil be expanded 30 per
cent. during thie next three years. I am in
ag-reemient with that view. The Agricultural
Council was rig~ht when it said there would
1e a miarket for the products of those in-
dustries for sonic timne after the war. As

a cilt of thet occupation of Denmark, Hot-
land a nd Belgium and some of the other
European countries, the large imports of
dairy produce from them must cease.

'Mr. Marshall: Increased taxation is go-
ing to reduce the purcehasing power of the
local consumer.

Mr. 'McLARTY: Whatever happens, a
long, timec-some years at least-must elapse
before those countries can again reach the
sate of production which they enjoyed in

lire-war days. The "Minister told uts that
enormous quantities of dairy produce will
be required aind that a million tins of con-
densed milk is to he sent to our troops
abroad. I am not surprised to hear that.
The Germans are now in possession of the
greatest condensed milk factory in the
world, that of Nestle's at Rlotterdam. As
another result of the German occupation of
Holland and Denmark, we have already
been able to establish a large condensed milk
export trade with the Malay Peninsula.

Mr. Lambert: What about casein?
Mr. MeLARTY: There will probably be

a market f or that.
Mr. Lam bert: The Argentine sends 30,00')

tons to America every year.
Mr. 'MeLARTY: The Minister also men-

tioned cheese. We in this State are in n
peculiar position with regard to cheese. We
are still spending £80,000 a year on im-
ported cheese, yet we are told there is a
market for it ovcrsea. True, the cheese we
import is mostly processed; but the point I
desire to make is that there is not much
c-hance of the industry expanding in West-
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ern Australia whilst thie price of butter-fat
remains as it is to-day. The cheese
industry cannot compete against the butter
industry under present conditions and at
present prices. Therefore, if we are to ex-
panId that side of the dairying industry, it
will have to he helped in some way. 1 men-
tion these mnatters as anl indication of bow
some of our soldiers can be placed after
the wvar.

.The M1inister for Lands: Have you no-
ticed that the Minister for Commerce said
it might be necessary to switch from butter
to something else

Mr. McLARTY: No. Apart from set-
tling our soldiers in the mixed farming
areas, some will have to be placed in sec-
ondary industries. We lost money previ-
ously over our soldier settlement schemie,
and it may be unavoidable that we shall
lose money again in establishing returned
soldiers in secondary industries. We arc',
however, faced with the problem or provid-
ing- emnployment for them wheni they' return.
They will be coming buck in thou,.ands and
will have to be absorbed quickly. Conse-
quently we should hasten mnatters by c'stah-
lishing secondary industries. Those two
methods appear to me to offer the best
solutions of this post-war problem. It may
be necessary for Australia after the war to
maintain a standing army. That is, of
course, unknown at present.

Mr. Cross: We should ailways have had a
standing army.

Mr. MeLARTY: We are now -wishing
that we had one. Mfanyv of the returned ina
will be engaged on public works. I desire
now to say something about the rising cost
of production. The M1inister for Lands sug-
gested to-night that we should have in-
creased production in ertain primary in-
dustries, bict he did not dele with the imi-
portant question of the rising cost of pro-
duction. I wish that the Minister had de-
layed his speech until a little later- in thle
discussion. I think the proper time for a
Minister to speak onl the Addres-in-reply is
at the close of the debate, but maybe we
shall have aL speech from another Mlinister
before the debate finishes.

Dealing with the rising costs of proflut.-
tion, I heard a member say to-night-I do
not know whether "Hlansard" beard it and
I am not sure -who said it-that butler in
this country was too dear, and that was why

it was mecnaced by margarine. Those who
arc auithorities on this matter tell us that
on1ce butterfat falls below is. a lb., to pro-
duce it is not payable, and I think that is
right. Recently we have had a tremendous,
increase in the price of super. That will
certainly mnean a reduction in the quantity
that will be used, and if there is a lesser
quantity of super employed, there will be
a considerable decrease in production. I

ugest to the Minister that this increased
cost of super should be borne by the tcorn-
niunity generally in the interests of the
people as a whole. In these times it is par-
ticularly necessary that we should have inl-
creased production.

Mr. Lambert: What about cyanide and
hligh explosives?

Mr. MecLARTY: I would not like to ;u-
gest anything in connection with cyanidle.
1 wish to make reference to a matter raised
by the niembler for West Perth CMr. Mc-
Dionald) who referred to the difficulty of
tile farmers in obtaining labour. That is a
real difficulty, and in this respect I think
the MAinister will soon be raced by a prob-
lem of considerable magnitude. There is
certainly a disinclination oil the part of
young men of thiis country to follow rural
activities; and it is not to be wondered at.
The farmer cannot get long-service leave,
annuzal holidays, a 40-hour wreek and other
ameinities enjoyed by some ])eople!. Never-
theless the farm labourer is an absolute
necessity, and sonic consideration should be
giveni to him. I miarvel that members onl
the Government lienchies arc not anxiions
to do something for this particular
kind of labourer. It may he necessary,
as sugagested by the member for West
Perth, to consider the granting of
a subsidy. If farmers are unable to obtain
labour we will be faced with a reduced out-
put with its consequent detrimental effect
upon the State. The difficulty is becoming
greater, and I feel it will become increas-
ingly so. The problem is one that will seri-
ously confront the Minister in the future.

I know that it is still necessary to keep
.some 6,000 sustenance workers on public
works. Generally speaking, I think those
men are doing good work. The work on
which they are engaged should be repro-
ductive, even though we may have to take
a long-range view. I do not know, how-
ever, if i-c are justified in saying that all
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this work should be manual. I cannot help
but think that if it is cheaper to use a
machine, that course should be adopted. If
by using a machine we saved money that
]mofley could be spent ina other directions.
I have seen large works carried out in my
own district by the pick-and-shaol method
when a machine could have been used more
effectively.

Mr. Lambert: What would we do with
the men ?

Mr. MeLARTY: I have heard some mom-
hers f rom the golddields districts advocate
the construction of a wide-gauge line to the.
goldflelds, and many other public works
have been suggested. *Money saved in one
direction could be used in another.

Mr. Cross: By sending it to America for
machines.

Mr. MeLARTY: No, not by doing any-
thing of the sort. I am not suggesting that.
Generally speaking, the men are employed
on useful works such as road construction.
I do not think too many developmental roads
can be constructed. I suggest also that this
is the time to undertake a more vigorous
housing policy. We have our own timber
aiid our onD brick yards.

Mr. Fox: Would you build wooden
hionses?

Mfr. McLARTY: Yes, why not? We heard
to-night of the shipping difficulties. It
struck me when the Minister was speaking
(if the difficulty of finding accommodation
for certain freight, that trouble of this kind
will be experienced with regard to our timi-
her. Timber is a very bulky commodity
and, moreover, there may not be a demand
for it overseas. If that unfortunate p04i-
tion arose our timber mills would he seri-
ously affected. The district of the member
for Forrest (Mr. Holman) and the district
of the member for Nelson (Air. J. Hf.
Smith) and my own district would lie seri-
ously affected, and T suggest that as the
Government has its own timber mills and
briekyards, now is the time to have sonic
policy-

Mr. Holman interjected.
Mir. SPEAKER: I must ask the member

for Forrest to keep order.
-Mr. MeLARTY: -in regard to housing

which could he put into operation quickly.
There is a need, as we all know, for more
houses in this country.

Mr. Lambhert: You must remember that
you killed the scheme that would have made
that possible.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not remember help-
ing to kill it. The member for Greenough
(Mfr. Patrick) referred to the building of
flats. I would certainly help him to retard
such building which is not in the inter-
ests of this country. I do not regard
flats as healthy for the children who have
to live in them,. although I admit that very
few children are to be found in flats.

A suggestion has been made that legisla-
tion should he introduced immediately to deal
with mortgages and the financial institutions
generally. I hope the Government will not
rush into this matter. Such legislation is not
always in the best interests of the State.
When I think of the crop of emergency leg-
islation we put through some years ago, I
cannot fail to remember the hardships it
has entailed. I admit that much of it was
accessory, hut some has caused considerable
hardship, and when that hardship is likely
to end, I do not know and I doubt whether
anyone can tell me. Seemingly once emer-
genc 'y legislation is put on the statute.-hook
it becomes permanent, and nobody can tell
when it is likely to be terminated. There
has been a good deal of criticism of banks
and insurance companies in the course of
this debate. I consider that insurance offices
are one of the most desirable institutions we
have. Insurance is merely the savings of
hundreds of thousands of people throughout
the country, and to interfere with those sav-
ings would cause hardship to people who
could ill-afford to hear it. I do not wish to
defend the banks, but people outside Parlia-
ment seem to have the impression that one
or two men own the banks, whereas the aver-
age holding of a bank shareholder in Aus-
tralia is about £500 or £000. Before we
rush into passing legislation to deal with
those institutions, it should receive very ser-
iousC consideraition. Even the talk of a iuore-
torium has repercussions. Though such leg-
islation is likely to give the debtor some re-
lief, we should ask ourselves, "What will be
the position of the lender?" He probably
will need some relief as well, and it is diffi-
cult to know- how far-reaching will be the
effects of such legislation.

T should like to say a few words in reply
to the memiber for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Tonkin). T cannot but commend him
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for his enthusiasm in the matter of
doing something for the defence of
this country and creating similar enthusiasm
in others, but I do not think that his criti-
cism of the Commonwealth Government
was justified. The Commonwealth has been
working under tremendous difficulties. First
of all ecompulsory military training was abol-
ished. Then the cry was raised that no

maintained that the only place where Aus-
tralian soldiers should he required to fight
was on Australian soil.

Mr. Holman: What are they doing now?
Mr. MeLARTY: There was no end of

opposition to the compulsory register, and
generafly speaking there have been organisa-
tions that have been doing all they could to
emibarrass the Commonwealth in its war
efforts.

Mr, Fox: Do you say the same thing in re-
gard to the additional powers recently
granted?~

Mr. MeLARTY: I am speaking of the
post; to deal with the present without re
forring to the past is difficult. I think the
]member for North-East Fremantle~ could not
have taken these matters into consideration
when he criticised the Commonwealth for the
wvar work it has done. In the circumstances
I believe the Commonwealth has done re-
markably well.

Mr. Tonkin: Are you satisfied with
things as they arc?

Mr. Holman interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the memii.

ber for Forrest to keep order. I have had
occasion to warn him already.

Mr. MeLARTY: I am satisfied that the
Commonwealth Government is doing every-
thing- possible to rectify wrongs and put
the country on a sound defence footing.
The member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver) asked a question of the Premier
regarding concession fares on the railways
for sold iers, and the Premier, in reply,
said the matter was under consideration.
My opinion is that the soldiers should be
given concessions. Men in the Northam
camp wishing to visit their home towns in
my electorate have to pay 10s. Od. or 13s.
6d. to travel there, and some of those men
are on 29. a day. That is wrong. They
should be ranted a flat rate and a very
cheap rate.

Mr. Needhain: Should not the Common-
wealth Government provide it?

31r. MecLARTY: The Commonwealth does
not run the State railways. Trains are run to
and from the camp, and I cannot believe
that the Commissioner of Railways 'would
suiffer any hardship if he made a consider-
able reduction in the fares.

Mr. Watts: The trains run whether the
soldiers travel or not.

Mr. MecLARTY: That is so. The other
day the wile of a soldier in the A.I.F. had
to pay 7s. 6d. in order to obtain copies of
birth certificates of her children before she
could collect her husband's pay.

_1r. Needham: Do you blame the Govern.
ment for that?

Mr. MeLARTY: Someone is certainly to
blamne, and the State certainly collected the
is. 6d. The men in camp should be given
all possible concessions.

When the Minister for Lands was speak-
ing, he agreed that the Address-in-reply was
productive of good. He told us that he had
read all the speeches delivered during his
absence mid he quoted fourr good ones. But
those four were on his own side, and I am
afraid the Minister has been using only one
eye because I can assure him that some ex-
cellent speeches have been delivered by mem-
bers on this side of the House.

On motion
adjourned.

by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver, aebate

House adjourned at 9.24 p.m.
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